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Date  of  Date  of 

Name  of  Officer  Nature  of  Appointment  Appointment  Resignation  Qualifications 


R.  F.  H.  McELLIGOTT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Port  Medical  Officer, 
Medical  Inspector  of 

Aliens  and  Common- 
wealth Immigrants 
(Part-time) 

29.12.50t 

M.B.,  Ch.B., 
B.A.O. 

C.  B.  FINDLAY 

Assistant  Medical 

Inspector  of  Aliens  and 
Commonwealth  Immi- 
grants. (Part-time) 

28.  6.55 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

H.  YATES 

do. 

8.10.52 

— 

M.B.,Ch.B., 

M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P. 

E.  MALLETT 

do. 

21.10.60 

M.B., 

B.S.Lond., 

M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P., 

D.Obst. 

R.C.O.G. 

S.  M.  R.  POWELL 

do. 

3.  2.64 

— 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

L.  H.  VALE 

Chief  Public  Health 

Inspector  of  Borough 
and  Port 

Assistant  Officer  under 

P.H.  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,  1937-1948 

1.10.49 

♦F.R.S.H., 

F.A.P.H.I., 

Cert.S.I.B. 

L.  F.  PATTMAN 

Deputy  Chief  Public 

Health  Inspector  of 

Borough  and  Port 

Assistant  Officer  under 

P.H.  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,  1937-1948 

5.11.28 

♦A.R.S.H., 

Cert.R.S.H. 

A.  STUBBS 

Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  of 

Borough  and  Port 

Assistant  Officer  under 

P.H.  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,  1937-1948 

1.  2.45 

♦Cert.S.I.B. 

S.  W.  COULING 

do. 

6.10.58 

3.  5.64 

♦Cert.S.I.B.. 

M.A.P.H.I. 

C.  E.  THOMSETT 

do. 

3.10.62 

11.10.64 

♦Cert. 

P.H.I.E.B., 

M.A.P.H.I. 

D.  PREBBLE 

do. 

15.  6.64 

♦Cert.S.I.B., 

M.A.P.H.I., 

Cert.  Trop. 

Hygiene 

D.  R.  WISEMAN 

do. 

20.  7.64 

♦Cert. 

P.H.I.E.B.. 

M.A.P.H.I. 

S.  DAVEY 

do. 

1.12.64 

— 

♦Cert.S.I.B. 

A.  J.  CYSTER 

Student  Public 

Health  Inspector 

18.11.63 

— 

— 

Mrs.  L.  F.  BRANN 

Nurse-Attendant,  Medical 
Inspection  of  Aliens  and 
Commonwealth  Immi- 
grants. (Part-time) 

1.  6.56 

S.E.A.N. 

R.  F.  MIDDLETON 

Chief  Clerk 

10.  2.49 

— 

— 

D.  A.  E.  BRIDGES 

Clerical  Assistant 

6.11.51 

30.11.64 

— 

Mrs.  H.  PARRY 

Clerk  and  Shorthand-typist 

28.  4.58 

24.  5.64 

— 

Miss  B.  I.  GOULD 

Clerk  and  Shorthand-typist 

13.  8.62 

— 

— 

Mrs.  A.  L.  REDDALL 

Clerk/Typist 

1.  6.64 

— 

— 

Dr.  McElligott  has  held  Warrant  of  Appointment  as  Assistant  Medical 

October,  1949. 

Inspector  of 

Aliens  since  28th 

Also  holds  Royal  Society  of  Health  Certificate  as  “Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods”. 
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HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 


(31st  December,  1964) 

Chairman  : 

Alderman  L.  C.  Aldridge 
Vice-Chairman  : 

Alderman  Mrs.  E.  S.  Hoole,  j.p. 

Members  : 

His  Worship  the  Mayor, 

Councillor  H.  J.  V.  Johnson,  j.p. 

Councillor  J.  D.  Banfield 
„ J.  Cook 

„ Mrs.  F.  E.  H.  Critten 

„ C.  R.  Cruickshanks 

„ E.  A.  Drury 

„ L.  C.  Harrold 

„ Mrs.  E.  M.  Huntley 

„ Mrs.  G.  Jacques 

„ Mrs.  M.  F.  Johnson 

„ Mrs.  H.  Weatherby 
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SUMMARY  OF  HEALTH  REPORT,  1964 


Borough 

Area  

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1964 
General  Rate 

Estimated  sum  represented  by  a penny 
rate,  1964/65 


Borough  of  Folkestone 

4,099  acres 

£1,944,924 

11 /6d. 

£7,685 


Population  (Registrar-General),  1964  : 

Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population 

(including  non-civilians)  ...  ...  43,470 

Density  of  Home  Population  ...  ...  10.6  persons  to  an  acre 


Total  Births  : 

Live  Births  694  (615  legitimate,  79  illegitimate) 

Still  Births  ...  12  ( 9 legitimate,  3 illegitimate) 


Live  Birth  Rate  : 

Total  ...  

Corrected  

(Area  comparability  factor  : 


1.21) 


15.96  per  1,000  Home  Population 
19.31  per  1,000  Home  Population 


Total  Deaths  : 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

Deaths  of  Infants  : 

Under  1 year  of  age 
*Under  4 weeks  of  age 
*Under  1 week  of  age 


627  (288  males,  339  females) 

13  (8  males,  5 females) 

10  (6  males,  4 females) 

7 (4  males,  3 females) 


* Included  in  total  figure  of  13  infant  deaths 


Death  Rate  : 

Total  14.42  per  1,000  Home  Population 

Corrected  10.67  per  1,000  Home  Population 

(Area  comparability  factor  : 0.74) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (under  1 year)  : 

Total  Infant  Death  Rate  ...  18.73  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  Infants  13.00  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  Infants  63.29  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  re  : 


Cancer  ... 

3.01 

Bronchitis 

0.73 

Pneumonia 

0.41 

Total  Deaths  from 

Cancer  

131 

Bronchitis 

32 

Pneumonia 

18 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Foord  Road, 

Folkestone,  Kent. 

September,  1965 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 
of  Folkestone. 


Mr  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  state  of 
the  Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone  during  1964. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  population,  including  H.M.  Forces 
stationed  in  the  area,  was  43,470.  This  is  a decrease  of  120  compared  with 
1963. 

There  were  14,371  inhabited  houses  and  flats  at  the  end  of  1964  which 
gives  an  average  of  3.02  persons  per  dwelling;  the  1951  census  figure  for 
England  and  Wales  was  3.19. 

The  corrected  live  birth  rate  was  19.31  per  1,000  home  population  com- 
pared with  18.4  for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  a small  decrease  of  0.12  in  the 
live  birth  rate  in  Folkestone  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  12.46  per  1,000  home  population  and  for 
comparison  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  1 1.3. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  (deaths  of  infants  in  first  year  of  life)  was  18.73 
per  1,000  live  births  ; the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  20.0. 


Neo-natal  mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under 
four  weeks  of  age)  per  1,000  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  (still-births  and  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  week  of  age)  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still-births  ... 

Illegitimacy  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births 


England 

and 

Folkestone 

Wales 

14.40 

13.8 

26.91 

28.2 

13.83 

72.0 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  79  giving  an  illegitimacy  rate  of 
113.83  per  1,000  live  births  compared  with  72  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
average  rate  in  Folkestone  for  the  preceeding  5 years  was  69.94. 

Maternal  Mortality 

For  the  tenth  successive  year  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  childbirth. 


Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

Comparison  of  the  incidence  of  the  main  diseases  notified  is  as  follows  : 


Dysentery 

1962 

3 

1963 

7 

1964 

6 

Measles  

... 

50 

711 

130 

Pneumonia  : 

Acute  Primary 

10 

24 

19 

Influenzal 

... 

15 

32 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • • 

16 

17 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

• . • 

5 

44 

30 

For  the  thirteenth  successive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified. 
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Of  the  15  cases  of  scarlet  fever  confirmed  four  were  infants  under  the  age 
of  5 years,  ten  were  school  children  and  the  remaining  case  was  a youth  aged 
1 9.  The  disease  was  of  a mild  type  and  all  the  patients  nursed  at  home. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

The  Kent  County  Council  continued  to  provide  vaccination  and  immun- 
isation services  which  offered  to  children  a substantial  measure  of  protection 
against  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis,  smallpox,  tetanus  and  whooping  cough. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  supplied  me  with  the  following  inform- 
ation about  vaccination  against  smallpox  carried  out  in  Folkestone  ; these 
figures  are  based  on  returns  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  : 


Primary  vaccination  against  smallpox — 
1 year 


301 


The  combined  diphtheria,  tetanus  and  whooping  cough  vaccine  was  in 
use  and  542  primary  and  582  reinforcing  inoculations  against  diphtheria, 
either  singly  or  in  combination,  were  given. 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  below  there  has  been  a decrease  in  the 
number  of  primary  and  reinforcing  inoculations  against  diphtheria  compared 
with  1963  : 

1960  1961  1962  1963  1964 

Primary  inoculations  ...  783  743  636  581  542 

Reinforcing  inoculations  340  469  414  587  582 


During  the  year  538  inoculations  against  whooping  cough,  either  singly 
or  in  combination,  were  given. 

Oral  vaccine  for  protection  against  poliomyelitis  was  in  routine  use  and 
483  infants  under  the  age  of  four  years  completed  a course  of  three  doses. 


Tuberculosis 

Twenty-three  new  cases  were  notified  (17  pulmonary  and  6 non-pulmon- 
ary)  compared  with  fourteen  (11  pulmonary  and  3 non-pulmonary)  in  1963. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  1964. 


Prevention  of  Tuberculosis 

Due  to  the  extensive  use  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  in  schools  the  number  of 
younger  people  affected  by  this  disease  is  becoming  increasingly  lower,  and  of 
the  fifteen  new  cases  which  occurred  in  1964  only  four  were  under  fifty  years 
of  age. 


Primary  Cancer  of  Lungs  and  Bronchi 

There  were  24  deaths  from  cancer  of  lungs  and  bronchi,  compared  with 
27  in  1963  and  31  in  1962.  Of  the  24  deaths,  20  occurred  in  males  and  4 in 
females. 

The  relationship  between  lung  cancer  and  cigarette  smoking  has  now  been 
well  established. 
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Housing 

Thirty-three  cases,  compared  with  40  in  1963  and  43  in  1962  were  in- 
vestigated ; eight  were  recommended  to  the  Housing  Estates  Sub-Committee 
of  the  Council  for  priority  consideration  because  of  unsatisfactory  conditions 
existing  from  a medical  and  hygienic  point  of  view. 


Care  of  Old  People  and  the  Chronic  Sick 

Eighteen  cases  involving  19  persons  were  investigated  ; five  of  the  patients 
were  admitted  to  hospitals  for  the  chronic  sick,  six  referred  to  the  family 
doctors  concerned  and  arrangements  made  for  the  others  to  receive  assistance 
as  required. 

In  this  connection  the  Folkestone  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee 
renders  most  valuable  assistance  in  its  services  to  the  elderly  and  infirm. 


Home  Safety 

The  Folkestone  Home  Safety  Committee,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
S.  E.  Lawrence,  has  continued  its  very  useful  work  of  advising  and  assisting 
the  public  in  all  matters  concerned  with  Home  Safety. 


Sewage  Disposal 

With  certain  conditions  of  wind  and  tide,  sewage  contamination  of  beaches 
has  occurred,  and  the  following  measures  of  improvement  have  accordingly 
been  put  into  operation  : 

1.  The  construction  of  a new  outfall  and  pumping  plant  at  Sandgate. 

2.  Measures  to  improve  the  operation  of  the  shorter  of  the  two  outfalls 
at  Folkestone. 


General 

The  year  1964  was  a satisfactory  one  in  so  far  as  the  health  of  the  Borough 
was  concerned,  as  shown  in  the  particularly  low  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
such  as  measles,  whooping  cough,  scarlet  fever,  dysentery  and  influenzal 
pneumonia. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
and  Housing  Committee  for  their  support  in  the  work  during  the  year,  and  also 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the  other  Departments  of 
the  Corporation. 

I would  also  like  to  acknowledge  the  help  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  L.  H.  Vale,  and  the  other  members  of  the  staff  during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  H.  McELLIGOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1964 


( After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers ) 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births  : Legitimate 

615 

337 

278 

Illegitimate 

79 

33 

46 

Totals 

694 

370 

324 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  : 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.96 

Corrected  19.31 

{Area  comparability  factor  : 1.21) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  : 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  : 1 1.38 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Still-Births  : Legitimate 

9 

5 

4 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

1 

Totals 

12 

7 

5 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  : 16.99 

Total  Live  and  Still-Births  : 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

624 

342 

282 

Illegitimate  

82 

35 

47 

Totals 

706 

377 

329 

Infant  Deaths  : 

Total 

Males 

Females 

{a)  Under  one  year  of  age  : 

Legitimate 

8 

5 

3 

Illegitimate 

5 

2 

3 

Totals 

13 

7 

6 

( b ) Under  four  weeks  of  age  : 

(Included  in  (a)  above) 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

2 

Illegitimate  ...  

4 

2 

2 

Totals 

10 

6 

4 

(c)  Under  one  week  of  age  : 

(Included  in  (a)  and  (b)  above) 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

2 

Illegitimate  

3 

1 

2 

Totals 

7 

3 

4 

8 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  18.73 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.00 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63.29 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  : 

Deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births  14.40 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  : 

Deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births  10.08 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  : 

Still-births  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  26.96 

Maternal  Deaths  (including  Abortion) : 

Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  total  1,000  live  and  still-births  ...  ...  Nil 
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Part  I— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area 


4,099  acres 


Home  Population  : Registrar-General,  1964  ...  43,470 

Appropriate  number  of  inhabited  houses  and 
flats  (including  shops  with  living  accom- 
modation, hotels,  boarding-houses,  etc.)  at 
31st  December,  1964  14,371 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1964  ...  £1,944,924 


Estimated  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
1964/65  


£7,685 


Employment  and  Unemployment  in  Folkestone  and  District 

The  following  brief  report  on  the  employment  and  unemployment  position 
in  this  area  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  F.  Firth,  Manager  of  the  local  Employ- 
ment Exchange  : 

Unemployment  in  Folkestone  in  1964 

The  count  of  the  unemployed,  for  statistical  purposes,  is  made  on  the  2nd 
Monday  of  each  month.  The  numbers  unemployed  on  the  days  of  the  count 
during  1964  were  : 


MEN 

WOMEN 

(over  1 8) 

(over  18) 

January 

396 

90 

February 

354 

92 

March 

278 

61 

April 

272 

46 

May 

235 

19 

June 

217 

17 

July 

181 

12 

August 

183 

24 

September 

174 

37 

October 

278 

57 

November 

322 

86 

December 

350 

87 
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Employment  in  Folkestone  and  District 


Numbers  employed 


{over  15  years  of  age) 

Industry 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Distributive  Trades  

(Wholesale  and  Retail) 

1,595 

2,040 

3,635 

Professional  Services  

(Education,  Accountancy,  Law, 
Insurance,  Banking,  Medical  and 
Dental  Services) 

1,174 

2,391 

3,565 

Building  & Civil  Engineering 

4,010 

143 

4,153 

Public  Services  

National  and  Local  Government 
(including  civilian  employees  of 
Service  departments)  Gas,  Electricty 
Board,  and  Water  Company  staffs 

2,149 

439 

2,588 

Hotel  & Catering  Industry  

726 

1,252 

1,978 

Transport  

(Air,  Rail,  Road  and  Sea) 

1,763 

379 

2,142 

Vehicle  Repair  & Manufacture 

1,207 

212 

1,419 

Miscellaneous  Services  

(Domestic,  Hairdressing,  Laundries, 
Entertainment,  Sport,  etc.) 

467 

1,253 

1,720 

Other  Industries  

2,215 

843 

3,058 

Totals 

15,306 

8,952 

24,258 

The  above  table  shows  the  most  recent  estimate  of  the  number  of  workers 
in  the  areas  covered  by  the  Folkestone,  Hythe  and  New  Romney  Employment 
Exchanges.  Separate  figures  are  not  kept  for  the  boroughs.  The  home  popu- 
lation (Registrar-General  1961)  of  the  areas  covered  by  this  table  was  73,839. 

During  1964,  1,210  men  and  894  women  were  found  jobs  by  Folkestone 
Employment  Exchange. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Tucker,  Youth  Employment  Officer,  has  supplied  the  follow- 
ing information  regarding  young  people  in  this  area  : 

This  year  has  seen  a marked  improvement  in  the  local  employment 
situation,  and  the  general  climate  has  been  one  of  expansion  and  optimism. 
This  is  due  mainly  to  the  transfer  from  the  London  area  of  manufacturing 
firms  and  offices,  and  to  the  extension  of  the  premises  of  firms  already 
established  here.  These  factors  have  contributed  towards  a very  con- 
siderable increase  in  the  number  of  vacancies  notified.  In  view  of  the  high 
numbers  of  young  people  using  the  Bureau  Services  to  obtain  employ- 
ment, this  increase  was  particularly  welcome,  especially  as  it  was  spread 
over  the  whole  year.  The  absence  of  Christmas  leavers  also  lessened  the 
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normal  seasonal  rise  in  unemployment  during  the  winter  months.  The 
unemployed  register  numbered  34  boys  and  32  girls  in  January,  fell  to  8 
boys  and  no  girls  in  July,  rose  with  the  summer  school  leavers  to  40  boys 
and  19  girls  in  August,  and  dropped  again  to  13  boys  and  11  girls  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

During  1964,  276  local  boys  and  24  from  other  districts  (including 
Hythe)  were  placed  in  local  occupations  as  follows  : 


Clerical  

30 

Distributive  

68 

Agricultural  ... 

13 

Skilled  Manual 

51 

Factory  and  Labouring 

65 

Other  

73 

Two  hundred  and  ninety  local  girls  and  33  from  other  districts 
(including  Hythe)  were  placed  in  local  occupations  as  follows  : 


Clerical 

89 

Distributive  . . . 

126 

Domestic 

37 

Needle  trades 

16 

Factory 

17 

Other 

38 

In  addition,  28  boys  and  8 girls  were  placed  in  other  districts. 
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Causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life  during  1964 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE 


The  following  gives  comparative  statistics  of  some  of  the  more 
important  items  for  the  past  ten  years 

Rate  per  1,000  Home  Population  unless  otherwise  stated 


Notifications  of 
Infectious  Disease  : 
Diphtheria 

1955 

Nil 

1956 

Nil 

1957 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.39 

0.13 

0.27 

Measles 

25.90 

0.29 

4.86 

Births  : 

No.  of  Births 

565 

556 

562 

Birth  Rate  (corrected)  13.29 

13.12 

13.36 

Deaths  : 

No.  of  Deaths 

587 

535 

545 

Death  rate  (corrected)  10.42 

10.36 

10.61 

Infant  Deaths  : 

(Under  1 year) 

No.  of  Deaths 

11 

7 

24 

Infant  mortality  rate 
per  1000  births 

19.47 

12.59 

42.70 

Illegitimate  Infants  : 

No.  of  illegitimate 
births 

40 

40 

38 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  live  births 

70.80 

71.94 

67.61 

Tuberculosis  : 

(All  forms) 

No.  of  Deaths 

7 

6 

1 

Death  rate 

0.15 

0.13 

0.02 

Cancer  : 

No.  of  Deaths 

94 

98 

93 

Death  rate 

2.09 

2.18 

2.10 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.07 

2.39 

1.36 

0.25 

0.36 

0.39 

0.34 

19.91 

3.80 

0.20 

18.88 

1.12 

16.31 

2.99 

616 

618 

654 

676 

713 

699 

694 

14.27 

14.62 

15.32 

16.20 

16.86 

19.43 

19.31 

578 

568 

585 

635 

644 

734 

627 

10.97 

11.13 

11.22 

12.47 

12.47 

12.46 

10.67 

15 

6 

13 

14 

8 

9 

13 

24.35 

9.70 

19.87 

20.71 

11.23 

12.87 

18.73 

39 

33 

40 

46 

60 

58 

79 

63.31 

53.40 

61.16 

68.05 

84.15 

82.97 

113.8 

7 

4 

5 

2 

4 

Nil 

0.15 

0.09 

0.11 

0.04 

0.04 

0.09 

0.00 

103 

114 

124 

121 

119 

131 

131 

2.29 

2.57 

2.76 

2.76 

2.68 

3.00 

3.01 
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INFANT  DEATHS  DURING  1964 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1 week 

1 to  2 weeks 

2 to  3 weeks 

3 to  4 weeks 

Total  Deaths 

under  4 weeks 

1 to  3 months 

3 to  6 months 

6 to  9 months 

9 to  12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 year 

Bronchitis  

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  malformations : 

Aberrant  left  coronary 
artery 

1 

1 

Anencephaly 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

Aortic  valve  stenosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— * 

— 

— 

1 

Intestinal  atresia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Multiple  abnormalities 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Primitive  pancreas  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hydrops  foetalis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Prematurity 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

4 

Totals 

7 

— 

1 

2 

10 

— 

1 

1 

1 

13 

SUMMARY  OF  DEATHS,  1964 

Non-Residents 
(< Outward 

T ransfer)  Resid  ents 

Deaths  occurring  in  Folkestone  : 


Bruce  Porter  Home 

1 

— 

Military  Families  Hospital 

1 - 

2 

Military  Hospital  

— 

1 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital 

65 

96 

Nursing  Homes  and  Old  Persons’  Homes 

8 

69 

Private  Houses,  etc.,  

11 

268 

Found  dead  on  arrival  at  Hospital  

1 

9 

Other  circumstances,  i.e.  on  public  highway,  etc 

3 

2 

Totals 

90 

447 

Deaths  of  Residents  outside  Folkestone  and  classi- 

fled  as  Inward  Transfers  

180 

Total  Deaths  for  Folkestone 

627 

15 


Inquests  19 

Post-mortems  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 

Uncertified  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 

The  death  rate  of  3.01  per  1,000  home  population  from  cancer  (all  forms) 
during  1964  has  shown  an  increase  of  50  per  cent  compared  with  the  figure  10 
years  ago. 

Although  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  for 
males  showed  an  increase  of  3 compared  with  1963  the  number  of  deaths  for 
women  was  reduced  from  10  to  4.  Two-thirds  of  these  deaths  were  in  persons 
over  the  age  of  65. 

A summary  of  deaths  over  the  past  5 years  is  shown  below  : 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Males 

18 

15 

25 

17 

20 

Females 

2 

4 

6 

10 

4 

Totals 

20 

19 

31 

27 

24 

The  figures  given  below  show  the  comparison  between  the  death  rate  per 
1,000  home  population  of  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  with  that  for  res- 
piratory tuberculosis  : 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Death  rate  for — 

Cancer  of  lungs 
and  bronchi 
Tuberculosis, 

0.44 

0.43 

0.69 

0.61 

0.55 

respiratory 

0.09 

0.04 

0.02 

0.07 

0.00 

The  death  rate  in  1964  from 

cancer  of 

the  lungs 

and  bronchi 

was  0.54  for 

England  and  Wales  and  0.74  for  London. 


DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  Folkestone  during  1964  al- 
though 7 names  were  removed  from  the  tuberculosis  register  because  of  death. 

Twenty-one  patients,  18  previously  suffering  from  pulmonary  and  3 from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  were  regarded  as  recovered. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  patients  whose  immediate  cause  of  death  was 
tuberculosis  or  had  been  reported  as  “ recovered  ” since  1960  are  : 

1960  1961  1962  1963  1964 


T.B.  Respiratory  : 

Deaths  ...  4 

Patients  regarded  as 
“recovered”  13 

T.B.  Other  : 

Deaths  ...  1 

Patients  regarded  as 
“ recovered  ” 1 


2 1 

8 33 

1 

1 — 


3 

40  18 

1 — 

5 3 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  of  infants  in  first  year  of  life)  in  1964  was 
18.73  per  1,000  births.  This  figure  compares  with  20.0  for  England  and  Wales 
and  21.2  for  London. 


16 


1960  1961 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

1,000  births  ...  19.87  20.71 

Number  of  infant  deaths 
caused  by  : 

Premature  births  5 1 

Congenital 

malformations  3 4 


1962  1963 

11.23  12.87 

3 4 

2 1 


1964 

18.73 


4 

5 


STILL-BIRTHS 


During  the  year  12  still-births,  9 legitimate  and  3 illegitimate,  were  assigned 
to  this  borough. 

Ten  of  the  women  were  patients  in  hospital  and  one  in  her  own  home. 

The  causes  of  the  still-births  were  : 

Male  Female 


Legitimate  : 

Anoxia  (foetal) — breech  presentation  ...  1 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  — 

Foetal  abnormalities  1 

Placental  insufficiency  1 

Retro-placental  haemorrhage  — 

Rhesus  incompatibility  1 

Ruptured  uterus  1 


1 

1 

2 


Illegitimate  : 

Intracranial  haemorrhage 1 

Rhesus  incompatibility  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unascertainable  — 

* The  body  of  a still-born  child  found  on  a local  allotment 


1* 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

For  the  tenth  successive  year  there  were  no  deaths  due  to  childbirth. 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS 


Cancer 

Vascular 
lesions 
of  nervous 

(all  forms ) 

system 

1960 

124 

89 

1961 

121 

93 

1962 

119 

96 

1963 

131 

124 

1964 

131 

94 

Coronary 

disease, 

Other  heart 

angina 

disease 

Bronchitis 

108 

83 

32 

112 

90 

31 

134 

111 

23 

158 

107 

40 

132 

77 

32 
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Part  II— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


The  following  services  in  this  Borough  were  carried  out  by  the  Kent 
County  Council  : 

(1)  Ambulance  service 

(2)  Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children 

(3)  Domestic  help  and  night  attendant  service 

(4)  Domiciliary  midwifery 

(5)  Health  visiting 

(6)  Home  nursing 

(7)  Mental  health 

(8)  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care 

(9)  Vaccination  and  Immunization  for  protection  against  Diphtheria, 

Poliomyelitis,  Smallpox,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS,  ETC. 

The  Kent  County  Council  provided  the  following  clinics  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal 

Cheriton  Clinic  — Tuesday  afternoon. 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  — Wednesday  afternoon. 

These  clinics  were  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  J.  W.  D.  Buttery,  f.r.c.s., 
F.R.C.O.G. 

(b)  Infant  Welfare 

Cheriton  Clinic  — Monday  afternonn. 

Thursday  afternoon. 

Second  and  fourth 
Thursday  morning  each 
month. 

Methodist  Church  Hall, 

Sand  gate  — Second  and  fourth 

Friday  afternoon  each 
month. 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  — Tuesday  afternoon. 

First,  third  and  fifth 
Thursday  morning  each 
month. 

Baptist  Church  Hall, 

Hill  Road  — First  and  third  Friday 

afternoon  each  month. 

Dr.  Margaret  Paxton  was  in  attendance  at  the  Baptist  Church  Hall,  and 
Dr.  D.  A.  Ewing  at  the  other  three  centres. 

Mothercraft  and  ante-natal  relaxation  classes  have  also  been  held  as 
follows  : 

Cheriton  Clinic  — Wednesday  afternoon. 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School  — Thursday  afternoon. 

HOSPITALS 

The  South-East  Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee  is  responsible  for 
this  service  and  the  following  hospitals  are  available  for  patients  from  this 

area  : 

(a)  General  and  Maternity 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone 
Willesborough  Hospital,  near  Ashford 
Buckland  Hospital,  Dover 
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(b)  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding  smallpox) 

Dover  Isolation  Hospital 
Ashford  Isolation  Hospital 


(c)  Chronic  Sick 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Lyminge 
Buckland  Hospital,  Dover 
Hothfield  Hospital,  Charing 


Smallpox  patients  would  be  admitted  to  the  Joyce  Green  Hospital, 
Dartford. 

Hospital  facilities  are  available  at  Shorncliffe  Camp  for  members  of  H.M. 
Forces  and  their  families  living  in  this  area. 

The  following  statistics  for  the  year’s  working  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Hos- 
pital, Folkestone,  have  been  supplied  by  the  Group  Secretary  of  the  South- 
East  Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee  : 


In-Patients 

Maternity  556 

Others  4,154 


New  Out-Patients 


Medical 642 

Paediatrics  55 

Diseases  of  the  Chest  216 

Dermatology  578 

Physical  Medicine  ...  ...  ...  643 

Geriatrics  32 

Surgical 1,520 

E.N.T.  (including  T’s  and  A’s)  ...  1,145 

Orthopaedics  1,379 

Ophthalmology  746 

Radiotherapy  90 

Urology 61 

Dentistry  ...  ...  ...  ...  254 

Gynaecology  975 

Obstetrics — Ante-Natal  ...  ...  568 

Post-Natal  ...  ...  129 

Psychiatry  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

The  total  attendance  for  all  clinics  was  31,080 


In  addition  there  were  : 

Attendances  at  Accident  Department  13,323 

Out-Patient  attendances  at  Physio- 
therapy   20,322 

In-Patient  attendances  at  Physiotherapy  7,195 

together  with  3,476  out-patient  attendances  at  group  exercises  and 
2,1 16  in-patient  attendances  at  group  exercises. 

Units  of  treatment  in  X-ray  Department  25,062 
Individual  patient  requests  in  Pathology 

Department  22,616 

plus  187  Post  Mortems 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


An  efficient  ambulance  service  has  been  maintained  in  Folkestone  by  the 
Kent  County  Council  for  general,  maternity  and  accident  cases. 

Smallpox  and  Typhus  cases  would  be  moved  by  arrangement  with  the 
Canterbury  City  Ambulance  Service  and  other  cases  of  infectious  disease  by 
County  Council  Ambulances  from  Folkestone,  Dover  or  Ashford. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  Kent  County  Council  provides  vaccination  and  immunisation  services 
that  offer  to  children  a substantial  measure  of  protection  against  the  following 
diseases  : 

Diphtheria 

Poliomyelitis 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Whooping  Cough 

Protection  against  these  diseases  should  be  given  in  the  early  part  of  a 
child’s  life,  and  facilities  for  the  necessary  injections  were  available  at  the 
various  Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Borough  or,  if  preferred,  by  the  family 
doctor  concerned. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  supplied  the  following  figures  for  1964 
based  on  the  returns  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  : 


1.  Diphtheria  immunisation  and  Whooping  Cough  immunisation 


Year  of 

Birth 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 
(Singly  or  in 
combination) 

Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation 
(Singly  or  in 
combination) 

Primary 

Re- 

inforcing 

Primary 

1964  

234 



234 

1963  

270 

14 

268 

1962  

23 

202 

22 

1961  

9 

60 

8 

1960  

1 

28 

1 

1955-59 

5 

267 

5 

1950-54 

— 

11 

— 

Totals 

542 

582 

538 

For  comparison  the  number  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria 
during  the  past  five  years  was  as  follows  : 


1960  1961  1962 

Primary  inoculations  783  743  636 

Reinforcing  inoculations  340  469  414 


1963  1964 
581  542 
587  582 


For  the  thirteenth  successive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  notified. 
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2.  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 


Y ear  of 

3rd  and  4th  Dose 

3 Orals 

Birth 

(Salk  and  Oral) 

(Complete  Course) 

1964 

3 

85 

1963 

11 

297 

1962 

5 

74 

1961 

2 

27 

1949-60 

315 

42 

1933-48 

3 

15 

Others 

1 

23 

Totals 

340 

563 

3.  Smallpox  Vaccination 

In  view  of  the  amendment  to  the  County  Council’s  proposals  approved  as 
from  the  1st  January,  1963,  the  following  is  the  only  information  now  available: 
Primary  vaccination — 1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

Re-vaccination — school  age  but  under  8 years — 

During  the  year  592  international  certificates  of  vaccination  against  small- 
pox were  authenticated. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Maidstone  and  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone. 

A summary  of  the  results  of  specimens  submitted  by  me  during  the  year 
is  shown  below  : 

Faeces  for  : Positive  Negative 


Clostridium  Welchii  1 — 

Dysentery,  Amoebic  — 1 

Dysentery,  Bacillary  7 109 

Para-typhoid  Fever  — 6 

Pathogenic  Organisms  ...  — 73 

Salmonella  Anatum  1 4 

Salmonella  Organisms  ...  — 13 

Salmonella  Typhimurium  ...  2 — 

Staphylococcal  Aureus  ...  1 — 

Swabs  for  : 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  ...  - — 70 

Pathogenic  Organisms  ...  — 10 


Totals  12  286 


MENTAL  HEALTH 

This  authority  is  not  responsible  for  the  administration  of  work  under- 
taken in  the  community  in  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  and  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948— Section  47. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  either  of  these  Acts  during 
1964. 
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CARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE  AND  THE  CHRONIC  SICK 


During  the  year  18  cases  involving  19  persons  were  investigated  and  help 
given  as  necessary  ; this  was  a decrease  of  three  compared  with  1963. 

The  cases  were  originally  referred  to  me  by  : 

Administrator,  Folkestone  Old  People’s 

Welfare  Committee  ....  ...  ...  1 

District  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Family  Doctor  1 

Housing  Department  1 

Medical  Specialists  and 

Hospital  Almoner  ...  ...  ...  5 

Police  1 

Relatives  and  friends  7 

Women’s  Voluntary  Service  ...  ...  1 

Five  of  the  patients  were  admitted  to  hospitals  for  the  chronic  sick,  six 
referred  to  the  family  doctors  concerned  and  arrangements  made  for  the  others 
to  receive  assistance  as  required. 

Mrs.  C.  Skelton,  Administrator  of  the  Folkestone  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee,  and  Miss  G.  Bowman,  the  Home  Help  Organiser  for  the  area,  have 
continued  to  give  very  valuable  assistance. 


N.S.P.C.C. 

Senior  Inspector  F.  E.  Freegard  has  reported  that  15  cases  in  Folkestone, 
affecting  the  welfare  of  41  children  and  involving  21  offenders,  were  investi- 
gated. Ten  of  these  cases  were  classified  as  neglect,  one  ill-treatment,  and  his 
aid  or  advice  sought  in  the  remaining  four. 

The  willing  and  tactful  assistance  which  Mr.  Freegard  has  always  given  to 
the  Public  Health  Department  when  required  is  very  much  appreciated. 

NURSING  HOMES 

One  nursing  home,  which  had  provided  beds  for  18  non-maternity 
patients,  was  discontinued. 

The  five  registered  homes  at  the  end  of  the  year  provided  the  following 
beds  : 

For  maternity  patients  only  ...  ...  4 

For  maternity  or  other  patients  ...  ...  5 

For  other  patients  only  56 

The  total  of  65  beds  now  available  compares  with  83  at  the  end  of  1963. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE 

The  following  is  a summary  supplied  by  Dr.  D.  E.  Sharvill,  Consultant 
Dermatologist  and  Venereologist  for  this  area,  of  the  new  patients  from  Folke- 
stone who  attended  the  treatment  centres  under  his  charge  during  1964. 


New 

Total 

Cases 

New  Cases 

in 

in  1963  for 

1964 

Comparison 

Syphilis 

Nil 

Nil 

Gonorrhoea 

7 

3 

Other  conditions 

34 

20 
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FOLKESTONE  CREMATORIUM 

The  deaths  in  1964  were  104  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year  and  this  has 
been  reflected  in  a decrease  of  62  in  the  number  of  cremation  certificates 
issued  ; 467  in  1964  compared  with  529  in  1963. 

As  in  previous  years  approximately  two-thirds  (283  of  the  total  of  467 
certificates  issued)  were  in  respect  of  Folkestone  residents  ; the  remainder 
came  from  the  following  areas  : 


Capel  and  Dover  33 

Dymchurch  and  New  Romney  ...  ...  4 

Hawkinge  and  Swingfield  2 

Hythe  and  Saltwood  102 

Lyminge  and  Elham  6 

Other  areas 37 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  CORPORATION  EMPLOYEES 

The  following  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  during  1964. 


For  admission  to  the  Corporation  : 

Males 

Females 

(a)  Superannuation  Scheme 

44 

10 

(b)  Sick  Pay  Scheme  

57 

4 

Special  examinations  

9 

1 

Totals 

110 

15 

Arrangements  were  made  for  43  of  the  employees  to  have  X-ray  examin- 
ation of  the  chest,  and  41  had  attended  the  Mass  Radiography  Survey  held  in 
Folkestone  the  previous  year. 


HOME  SAFETY 

The  Folkestone  Home  Safety  Committee  has  continued  to  be  very  active 
in  advising  and  assisting  the  public  in  all  matters  connected  with  home  safety. 

The  annual  broken  glass  campaign  has  succeeded  in  reducing  the  number 
of  cuts  treated  on  the  East  Cliff  Sands  by  the  British  Red  Cross  from  143  in 
1961,  66  in  1962,  54  in  1963,  to  33  in  1964. 

The  prize  winning  poster  in  a competition  organised  by4he  Committee  was 
reproduced  and  displayed  in  the  Borough  during  the  firework  period.  Two 
firework  accident  cases  were  treated  by  the  Casualty  Department  of  the  Royal 
Victoria  Hospital,  neither  of  these  had  occurred  on  November  5th. 

The  direct  result  of  pressure  on  the  Government  by  Home  Safety  Com- 
mittees and  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  resulted  in  The 
Children’s  Nightdresses  Regulations  1964  which  came  into  operation  on  1st 
October,  1964. 

Extracts  from  a pilot  35  mm.  home  safety  film  produced  for  the  Com- 
mittee by  the  Folkestone  Amateur  Cine  Club  have  been  given  television 
publicity.  The  Cine  Club  have  also  completed  an  8 mm.  home  safety  film. 

Quarterly  campaigns  have  highlighted  particular  hazards  in  the  home  and 
these  and  other  activities  have  resulted  in  attracting  the  publicity  necessary 
to  further  the  aims  of  the  Committee. 
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Part  III— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  in  this  Borough  is  provided  by  the  Folkestone  and  District 
Water  Company  and  supplied  as  follows  : 


Total  residential  supplies  at  31st  December,  1963  ...  15,940 

(Folkestone  borough  and  adjoining  parishes  of 

Alkham,  Capel-le-Ferne,  Flawkinge,  Newington  and 
Paddlesworth) 

New  supplies  to  new  dwellings,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  399 


16,339 

Disused  supplies  disconnected  82 


Total  supplies  at  31st  December,  1964  16,257 


No  dwellings  in  this  area  are  dependent  only  on  an  outdoor  standpipe  for 
domestic  supplies,  and  only  one  dwelling  not  supplied  by  public  water  mains 
or  adequate  piped  supply. 

During  1964  the  Folkestone  and  District  Water  Company  made  use  of 
their  new  boreholes  at  Lye  Oak  where  the  yield  was  most  satisfactory.  They 
also  brought  into  operation  their  enlarged  filtration  plant  at  their  Cherry 
Garden  Works.  This  plant  serves  about  40%  of  Folkestone  comprising  the 
parts  of  the  borough  which  are  at  the  lower  levels. 

The  water  generally  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Samples  of  the  treated  water  going  into  supply  were  taken  by  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  at  regular  intervals  throughout  the  year  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  ensure  continued  safety 
of  supply. 

The  following  104  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  : 

(a)  Bacteriological  Examination  : 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Statutory  supply  undertaking  ...  84  1* 

Private  sources 28  7| 

* One  unsatisfactory  sample  taken  from  a dwelling ; the  tap  from  which 
the  sample  was  taken  was  dismantled  for  thorough  cleansing  and  sterilization 
and  a check  sample  proved  satisfactory. 

| These  seven  samples  were  from  a private  well  on  dairy  premises,  some 
of  the  water  being  softened  for  use  in  the  bottle  washing  appliances. 

In  addition  7 samples  from  a vessel,  and  one  from  a shore  hydrant,  were 
taken  at  Folkestone  Harbour  following  information  from  British  Railways  that 
samples  from  the  vessel  taken  earlier  by  them  had  been  reported  as  unsatis- 
factory. All  the  samples  were  satisfactory.  Five  samples  were  also  taken  from 
hydrants  on  the  platforms  at  the  Harbour  Railway  Station,  the  water  therefrom 
being  used  on  occasions  to  top  up  the  storage  tanks  carried  on  the  buffet 
coaches  of  boat  trains. 


(b)  Chemical  Examination  : 

Statutory  supply  undertaking 
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Sati  sfactory  U nsat  i sf  act  ory 

2 


The  chemical  results  of  a sample  from  the  statutory  supply  undertaking 
were  : 

Appearance  — Clear  and  bright. 

Odour  — None. 

Parts  per  Million 


Free  ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Albuminoid  ammonia  Nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  Nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  6.5 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  24 

Temporary  Hardness  250 

Total  Hardness  268 

Permanent  Hardness  18 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 

hours  at  80°F.  0.04 

Total  Solids  358 

pH  Value  7.2 


Microscopic  examination  revealed  the  presence  of  a little  mineral  and 
vegetable  matter. 

The  report  indicated  that  the  water  was  chemically  satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  ANALYST 

Mr.  J.  H.  E.  Marshall,  m.a. (cantab.),  f.r.i.c.,  has  continued  as  Public 
Analyst  for  this  Borough. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  relief  intercepting  sewer  in  the  Central  Station  area  was  substantially 
completed  during  the  year  and  consequently  the  risk  of  flooding  has  been 
greatly  reduced.  Work  was  commenced  on  the  relief  sewer  in  Dover  Road  and 
this  scheme  will  be  completed  in  1965. 

Investigation  and  design  of  new  sewage  pumping  plant,  sewerage  scheme 
and  sea  outfall  at  Sandgate  has  been  completed  in  order  that  construction  can 
be  commenced  in  due  course. 


HOUSING 


The  Borough  Treasurer  has  provided  me  with  the  following  information 
regarding  the  number  of  families  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list  at  the  31st 
December,  1964,  and  the  number  who  have  been  accommodated  : 

(a)  On  Council’s  waiting  list 

(i)  without  separate  homes  ...  ...  ...  286 

(ii)  with  separate  homes  ...  ..."  ...  202 


Totals  488 


(b)  Families  accommodated 


(i) 

Families  rehoused  by  Council 

• • • 

(ii) 

Transfers  between  units  ... 

20* 

(iii) 

Transfers  from  prefabs  to  be 

demolished  ... 

12 

* Involving  40  families. 

51 


— 32 

Thirty-three  cases,  compared  with  40  during  1963  and  43  in  1962,  were 
referred  to  me  in  view  of  overcrowded,  congested  or  unhygienic  conditions, 
chronic  illness,  etc. 
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Eight  of  the  cases  were  recommended  for  priority  for  re-housing  after  full 
investigation  and  consideration  of  all  relevant  facts. 


The  cases  were  referred  to  me  by  : 


Borough  Treasurer 
Chest  Physician 
County  Health  Visitors 

County  Midwives  

Family  Doctor 

Housing  applicants  themselves 
on  medical  grounds 
Member  of  local  Council 


Number  of 
Cases 
5 
2 
4 
3 
9 


Recommended 

for 

Priority 

1 

2 

1 

2 


9 2 

1 — 


The  Borough  Engineer  has  supplied  the  following  summary  of  the  housing 
programme  which  was  completed  during  the  year  : 


(a)  Number  of  : 

(i)  Houses  converted  into  flats  

(ii)  Flats  resulting  from  such  conversions 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  completed  by  : 

(i)  Local  Authority  

(ii)  Private  enterprise  


9 

28 


19 

62 


The  future  housing  programme  includes  the  erection  of  391  units  of  ac- 
commodation for  the  local  authority  and  385  units  by  private  enterprise  ; also 
development  of  the  Golden  Valley  Estate,  Majestic  and  Golf  Course  sites. 
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PART  IY— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OYER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Apart  from  23  cases  of  pneumonia,  17  of  which  were  notified  during  the 
first  quarter,  and  130  cases  of  measles  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  gen- 
erally has  been  light.  No  diphtheria  cases  have  been  confirmed  for  the  past  13 
years  and  the  last  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  both  non-paralytic,  were  notified  in 
1958. 

DYSENTERY 

Six  cases  of  bacillary  dysentery  were  confirmed  ; three  of  the  patients,  all 
under  the  age  of  6 years,  were  admitted  to  hospital.  In  one  instance  three  of 
the  patients  were  from  the  same  family — a mother  and  her  daughters  aged 
5 and  4 years  respectively. 

Four  symptomless  excreters  were  traced  and  eight  suspected  cases  in- 
vestigated but  the  provisionai  diagnosis  not  confirmed  pathologically. 

ERYSIPELAS 

A man  of  27  and  two  women,  both  over  the  age  of  59,  were  notified  as 
suffering  from  erysipelas. 

MEASLES 

Only  nine  of  the  130  cases  reported  were  over  the  age  of  9 years. 

An  infant  of  22  months  who  also  had  otitis  media  was  admitted  to  the 
Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

MENINGOCOCCAL  MENINGITIS 

A woman  of  66,  who  had  been  a patient  in  the  local  hospital,  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

An  infant  of  3 months,  subsequently  confirmed  as  suffering  from  haemo- 
philus  meningitis,  and  a boy  of  2\  years  who  probably  had  a virus  meningitis 
were  also  admitted  to  hospital. 

PNEUMONIA 

Of  the  19  cases  of  acute  primary  pneumonia  notified  five  were  under  the 
age  of  3 years,  one  was  a schoolboy  of  1 1 and  the  other  thirteen  cases  were 
over  the  age  of  45. 

Notifications  in  respect  of  four  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia  were  re- 
ceived ; one  was  a girl  of  9 years  and  the  other  three  over  the  age  of  27. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

Six  of  the  cases  were  between  the  ages  of  18  and  27  and  the  remaining 
case  was  a woman  of  41  ; two  of  the  women  were  in  the  local  hospital. 

In  four  of  the  cases  the  cause  of  the  pyrexia  was  not  known  but  in  the 
other  three  it  was  stated  to  be — 


Difficult  forceps  delivery  after  hand  delivery 

Endometritis  

Uterine  infection  ... 


woman  aged  41 
woman  aged  23 
woman  aged  27 
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SCARLET  FEVER 


Four  of  the  fifteen  cases  reported  were  infants  under  the  age  of  5 years, 
ten  were  school-children  and  one  a youth  aged  19. 

The  disease  was  of  a mild  type  and  all  the  patients  nursed  at  home. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

Half  the  thirty  cases  were  infants  under  the  age  of  5 years  and  the  re- 
mainder were  school-children.  An  infant  of  3 months  was  admitted  to  the 
Dover  Isolation  Hospital. 

INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS 

Information  was  received  that  17  civilians  and  8 members  of  H.M.  Forces 
were  suffering  from  infective  hepatitis.  Three  of  the  civilians  were  sisters 
attending  the  same  boarding  school  and  were  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation 
Hospital. 

OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  ETC. 


A summary  of  the  other  patients  admitted  to  various  hospitals  in  the  area 
during  the  year  is  as  follows  : 


Disease  or  Illness 

Male 

Female 

Acute  impetiginous  eczema  

1 

— 

Chickenpox  with  convulsions  ... 

1 

— 

Gastro-enteritis 

3 

1 

German  measles  with  complications  ... 

1 

1 

Herpes,  frontal,  with  chronic  bronchitis 

1 

— 

Mumps 

1 

1 

Respiratory  infection  with  pleurodynia 

1 

— 

Staphlyococcal  aureus  infection  of  the  neck 

1 

— 

Ulcerative  stomatitis  and  gingivitis 

— 

1 

SALMONELLA  INFECTIONS  NOT  FOOD-BORNE 

' 

Two  individual  cases  were  confirmed  during  the  year. 

The  first  was  a woman  of  45  who  had  been  admitted  to  hospital  as  a sus- 
pected surgical  emergency  and  later  found  to  be  suffering  from  a salmonella 
infection  (?  Newport)  ; the  second  case  was  a Swedish  girl  of  9 years,  staying 
with  her  parents  at  a local  hotel,  who  was  admitted  to  the  Dover  Isolation 
Hospital  for  observation  where  it  was  subsequently  diagnosed  that  she  had 
salmonella  typhi-murium  infection. 

FOOD  POISONING 

Two  small  outbreaks,  involving  seven  persons,  were  regarded  clinically  as 
food  poisoning  although  it  was  not  possible  to  confirm  this  by  positive  stool 
specimens  from  the  patients. 

In  the  first  instance  cold  ox  tongue  (canned)  consumed  by  four  guests  at  a 
local  hotel  was  suspected,  and  three  members  of  the  same  family  who  had 
eaten  a meal  of  steak  and  kidney  pie  with  mushrooms  at  a London  restaurant 
during  their  journey  to  Folkestone  developed  severe  abdominal  pains,  diar- 
rhoea and  sickness  within  seven  hours.  In  neither  case  was  the  causative  agent 
identified. 


28 


Eleven  suspected  instances,  involving  thirteen  persons,  were  reported  and 
investigations  carried  out  as  necessary  but  the  provisional  diagnosis  not  con- 
firmed. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Of  the  23  new  cases  notified  17  were  pulmonary  and  6 non-pulmonary. 
This  is  9 more  than  the  total  for  1963. 

(a)  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  and  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  (Section  172). 

No  action  taken  during  the  year. 

(b)  New  Cases  Notified  during  1964. 


Age  in  years 

0-4 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 
M.  F. 

Other 

M. 

1 

F. 

5-14 

1 

2 

— — 

— 

15-24  ... 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

2 

25-44  . . . 

— 

1 

— — 

— 

45-64  ... 

9 

3 

— — 

— 

1 

65  & over 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

1 

Totals 

11 

6 

. . 

2 

4 

Number  of  deaths  from  unnotified  Tuberculosis  (not  immediate  cause)  1 

Number  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  admitted  to  hospital 
during  the  year  : 

(a)  Pulmonary  12 

(b)  Non-pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  Mortality  during  1964. 

In  no  instance  during  the  year  was  tuberculosis  given  as  the  immediate 
cause  of  death. 


Number  of  Cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register. 


Non- 


On  Register  at  1st  January,  1964 
Primary  Notifications 
Other  additions  (returned  to  dis- 
trict, transferred  from  other 
areas,  restored  to  register,  etc.) 

Total 

Removed  (died,  left  district,  re- 
covered, non-tuberculous,  etc.)  ... 

Remaining  on  Register  at  31st 
December,  1964 


Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Total 

72 

50 

1 

8 

137 

11 

6 

2. 

4 

23 

5 

2 

1 

8 

88 

58 

10 

12 

168 

14 

12 

4 

1 

*31 

74 

46 

6 

11 

137 

*Five  patients  left  the  district  and  21  were  reported  by  Chest  Physician  as  re- 
covered. 
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(e) 


New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  during  1964 — Occupation  of  Patients. 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Total 


Bricklayer 

British  Railways’  Employee 

Chef  

Dealer 

Infant  

Housewife 
H.M.  Forces 
Labourer 

Monumental  Manager 

Retired 

Scholar 

Shop  Assistant 
Unemployed 


M.  F.  M.  F. 

1 — — — 1 

1 — — — 1 

1 — — — 1 

1 — — — 1 

1 — 1 

3—4  7 

1 — — — 1 

3 — — — 3 

1 — — — 1 

1 — 1 

1 2 — — 3 

1 — — 1 
1 — — — 1 


Totals  11  6 2 4 23 


(f)  Chest  Clinic 

Dr.  J.  Spencer  Jones,  Chest  Physician,  has  supplied  the  following 
information  : 

During  the  year  15  cases  of  infectious  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
found,  compared  with  14  during  1963  and  all  had  been  rendered  unin- 
fectious  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  patients  with  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  or  other  organs, 
under  supervision  in  the  town,  rose  from  530  in  1963  to  582  in  1964.  This 
change  reflects  the  desire  of  local  doctors  to  have  even  the  smallest  tuber- 
culous lesion  carefully  assessed,  to  make  sure  that  treatment  is  not  re- 
quired. 

Death  from  Tuberculosis 

Although  7 names  were  removed  from  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
because  of  death,  there  was  no  death  from  tuberculosis  in  Folkestone 
during  1964. 

Resistant  Organisms 

Patients  coughing  out  germs  resistant  to  the  commonly  employed 
treatment  numbered  3 at  the  end  of  the  year,  compared  with  4 in  1963 
and  7 in  1962,  indicating  progress  in  dealing  with  this  difficult  problem. 

B.C.G.  Vaccinations 

170  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  given  B.C.G.  protection 
during  1964  at  Folkestone  Chest  Clinic  and  a far  greater  number  were 
offered  similar  protection  at  school.  The  effect  of  this  protection  is  il- 
lustrated by  the  small  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  young  people 
nowadays.  Contrary  to  popular  belief,  tuberculosis  increasingly  is  con- 
fined to  the  older  members  of  the  community  and  1 1 of  the  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  found  in  Folkestone  during  1964,  were  over  fifty  years  of  age. 
Attendances,  etc.,  at  the  Folkestone  Chest  Clinic  were  : 


New  Patients — 

(i)  Complete  examination  ...  216 

(ii)  BCG  contacts,  etc.  ...  ...  258 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  1,632 

BCG  vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  170 

Number  of  contacts  examined  ...  459 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1964 
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WARD  DISTRIBUTION 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1964 
on  the  work  carried  out  in  my  Department. 

By  tradition,  and  by  relevant  statutory  terms  of  reference,  the  duty  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  must  always  be  directed  towards  maintaining  satis- 
factory standards  in  the  environmental  conditions  under  which  members  of  a 
community  live,  work,  or  take  their  leisure.  These  objectives  are  pressed,  with 
varying  degrees  of  success,  either  through  the  medium  of  advice  or  by  exercise 
of  legal  sanctions  and  of  the  two  approaches  the  former  undoubtedly  serves  a 
useful  purpose  in  the  general  concept  of  health  education  but  the  latter  is 
often  more  effective  in  the  short  term. 

An  advisory  service  alone  cannot  fully  achieve  the  objectives,  since  advice 
is  rarely  sought  by  those  who  seem  to  need  it  most,  and  attempts  to  give 
guidance  in  such  circumstances  are  seldom  welcomed.  Adequate  and  effective 
power  to  enforce  reasonable  standards  is  therefore  still  necessary  to  deal  with 
recalcitrant  individuals,  and  constant  and  regular  inspection  of  premises  as 
an  organised  routine  is  no  less  essential  to-day  than  in  past  decades. 

In  recent  years,  the  scope  and  thus  the  volume  of  responsibility  of  the 
Department  has  been  constantly  increasing  as  new  social  measures  have  been 
introduced,  and  there  was  no  respite  in  1964  when,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
sheaf  of  statutory  regulations,  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
1963  and  the  Housing  Act  1964  finally  came  into  operation. 

Both  are  statutes  of  great  importance  in  the  environmental  health  field 
and  contain  provisions  which  have  been  advocated  for  many  years  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors  ; there  was  accordingly  every  desire  and  incentive  for  im- 
plementation of  the  new  legislation  but  there  comes  a time  when  the  capacity 
of  both  technical  and  administrative  staff  is  stretched  to  the  point  where  add- 
itional duties  can  only  be  accommodated  by  neglecting  others. 

This  point  had  already  been  reached  and  in  1964  the  Council  increased  the 
establishment  by  one  District  Inspector  ; it  was  thus  possible  for  inspections 
to  be  commenced  under  the  first  mentioned  Act  but  practical  progress  with 
regard  to  the  new  Housing  Act  still  had  to  be  held  in  abeyance. 

Staff  changes  during  the  year  resulted  in  temporary  deficiencies  for  a period 
in  May/June,  when  the  number  of  District  Inspectors  was  indeed  reduced  to 
only  two,  and  again  in  October/November  ; in  all  two  Inspectors  left  and 
three  new  ones  were  appointed.  On  the  administrative  side  one  very  experi- 
enced member  of  the  clerical  staff  transferred  to  the  Parks  Department  and 
this  occasioned  further  difficulties  which  were  only  partly  bridged  by  a temp- 
orary appointment  pending  the  biennial  establishment  review. 

I would  express  my  wholehearted  appreciation  to  all  members  of  the 
staff,  both  old  and  new,  and  in  particular  to  my  Deputy,  Mr.  L.  F.  Pattman,  for 
their  individual  and  combined  efforts  during  the  year  ; their  unstinted  endea- 
vours enable  me  to  once  again  confidently  report  that  the  year  was  one  of 
progress. 

I also  record  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
and  Housing  Committee  and  Establishment  Committee,  and  to  the  Council  as 
a whole,  for  continued  support,  and  to  officers  and  staff  of  other  Departments 
for  their  ready  co-operation. 

Yours  obediently, 

L.  H.  VALE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector , 

Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 

1.  COMPLAINTS 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  ...  ...  772 

2.  INSPECTIONS — Summary  of  visits  made. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936-1961 

Number  of  premises  inspected  (primary  visits)  ...  501 

Visits  to  premises  (including  re-visits)  2,412 

Housing  Acts,  1957-1964 

Visits  for  purposes  of  securing  repairs  513 

Visits  re  individual  unfit  dwellings,  compliance  with 
demolition  orders,  checks  on  compliance  with 

closing  orders,  etc  204 

Visits  re  clearance  areas,  supervision  of  demolition,  etc.  227 
Visits  for  general  survey  and  assessment  of  properties  157 

Visits  re  houses-let-in-multiple  occupation  183 

Housing  Acts,  1958-1964 

Visits  re  improvement  grants  (including  preliminary 

enquiries,  formal  inspections  and  re-visits)  ...  612 

Housing  ( General ) 

Visits  re  housing  applications  (alleged  overcrowding, 

claims  for  priority,  etc.)  47 

Visits  re  Tuberculosis  patients  ...  ...  ...  11 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and 
Food  Hygiene  ( General ) Regulations,  1960 

Inspections  of  shops  and  other  premises,  stalls,  mobile 
vehicles  etc.  where  food  is  stored,  handled,  and/or 

sold  2,078 

Visits  to  ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

Visits  to  licensed  premises  85 

Miscellaneous  visits  (including  food  sampling,  etc.)  ...  797 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Premises  inspected  and  recorded  ...  ...  ...  158 

Visits  to  premises  subject  to  registration,  for  purposes 

of  the  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  274 

Visits  to  other  premises  for  check  purposes  ...  ...  23 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  Milk  Regulations  ...  107 

Visits  to  other  premises,  etc.,  not  recorded  above 

Factories  (a)  Power  85 

(b)  Non-power  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

(c)  Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963  38 

Agricultural  Premises  (farms,  holdings,  etc)  4 

Bathing  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Caravan  and  Camping  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order,  1957  ...  11 

Food  Poisoning  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Hairdressers’  premises 42 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Knacker’s  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Licensing  Act,  1961  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 
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Meat  Inspection  55 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926  (Marking  Orders)  ...  176 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  81 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Places  of  entertainment  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Rodent  Control  (visits  by  Inspectors  only)  73 

Miscellaneous  669 


Total  number  of  visits  made  9,716 

Visits  to  Port  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  604 


10,320 


3.  NOTICES  SERVED 


Notices 

Served 

t Notices 
Complied 

Defects  or 
Contraventions 

Informal  Formal 

Informal  Formal 

Found 

Complied 

Factories  Act  1961 

Folkestone  Corporation  Act 

8 

— 

7 

— 

20 

18 

1920  

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 
and  Food  Hygiene  (Gene- 

23 

21 

1 

31 

28 

ral)  Regulations  1960 
Housing  Acts  1958-1964  (Im- 

134 

9* 

115 

302 

253 

provement  Grants) 

— - 

41 

— • 

32 

546 

390 

Housing  Acts  1957-64 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 

22 

1 

28 

424 

543 

Regulations  1959  ... 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Public  Health  Acts  1936-61 

251 

11 

216 

15 

446 

429 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  1926 
Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Pre- 

30 

27 

■ 

34 

30 

mises  Act  1963 

75 

— 

9 

— 

285 

26 

Clean  Air  Act  1956  ... 

5 

— 

3 

— - 

5 

3 

Licensing  Act  1961  ... 

3 

— 

2 

— 

6 

5 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1960  ... 
Animal  Boarding  Establish- 

3 

3 

4 

4 

ments  Act  1963 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

1 

' 

1 

— 

3 

3 

Bye-Laws  ... 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

etc.)  Regulations  1959 

1 

— 

— 1 

— ■ 

4 

— 

Total 

559 

62 

435 

48 

2113 

1735 

* Notices  re  cancellation  of  registration  (Secs.  16-19) 
t Includes  some  notices  carried  over  from  previous  year 
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BROAD  ANALYSIS  OF  DEFECTS,  ETC.,  REMEDIED. 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 


Public 

Health 

Housing 

Acts  1958-1964  Housing 

Acts , 

( Improvement 

Acts, 

1936-61  Grants) 

1957-64 

Dampness  : 

Roofs  repaired  

51 

38 

29 

Eaves  guttering  and  downpipes  re- 
paired or  renewed 

29 

17 

20 

External  walls  repointed,  re-rendered 
or  repaired,  cavities  cleared,  etc  ... 

6 

42 

50 

Internal  walls  waterproofed 

35 

51 

62 

Window  sills  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

1 

25 

27 

General  Repairs  : 

Internal  walls  or  ceilings  repaired  or 
renewed 

13 

26 

62 

Internal  walls  re-decorated  ... 

1 

31 

4 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed,  sub-floor 
ventilation  provided,  etc. 

12 

7 

25 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

— 

5 

20 

Windows  repaired 

14 

54 

99 

Sashcords  renewed 

12 

16 

40 

Chimneys  repaired  or  rebuilt 

5 

18 

15 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed 

5 

2 

4 

Staircases  repaired,  hand-rails  fitted, 
etc. 

3 

4 

7 

Food  stores  provided  or  ventilated  etc. 

— 

7 

10 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

5 

19 

13 

Water  supplies  reinstated,  supply  pipes 
and  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

3 

— 

— 

Drainage  : 

Repaired  or  cleansed 

72 

Reconstructed  or  relaid 

17 

— 

1 

New  gullies  provided 

4 

— 

— 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  re- 
paired 

15 

2 



Wastepipes  repaired  or  renewed  etc. 

8 

— 

1 

Soilpipes  and  vent-shafts  repaired  or 
renewed 

10 

4 

2 

New  Sinks  provided 

— 

— 

5 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Structure  repairs  (roofs,  walls,  ceil- 
ings, floors  plasterwork,  doors, 
windows,  etc.) 

15 

3 

9 

Fittings  repaired  or  renewed 

7 

— 

4 

Disconnected  from  food  rooms, 
screened  etc. 

1 

Provided  at  cafes,  etc. 

6 

— 

— 

36 


Miscellaneous  : 


External  re-decorations  

— 

6 

25 

Curtilage  walls  etc,  rebuilt  or  repaired 

— 

9 

2 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ... 

39 

— 

— 

Nuisances  from  animals,  etc.,  abated 
Premises  or  parts  of  premises  cleansed 

7 

— 

— 

and/or  disinfested  

17 

— 

— 

Unauthorised  Camping 

2 

— 

— 

Contraventions  re  Closing  Orders  . . . 

— 

— 

2 

Overcrowding  abated 

— 

— 

2 

Unclassified  

14 

4 

3 

429  390  543 


Refuse  Bins  (Folkestone  Corporation  Act)  : 

New  bins  provided  after  service  of  notices 28 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  IN  THE  BOROUGH 

The  total  number  of  premises  not  connected  to  the  main  sewerage  system 
is  as  follows  : 

Number  of  premises  served  by  cesspools  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  premises  served  by  pail  closets  ...  ...  9 

There  are  no  privies  or  earth  closets  in  the  Borough. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

The  number  of  household  disinfection  and  disinfestation  treatments  carried 
out  during  the  year  was  again  very  small  indeed  and  in  this  respect  both 
services  have  almost  ceased  to  call  for  special  comment. 

A state  of  readiness  for  immediate  operation  was  fully  maintained  how- 
ever and  this  enabled  all  calls  made  to  be  dealt  with  efficiently. 

Disinfection 

Treatment  by  the  local  authority  of  rooms  and  inanimate  articles  likely 
to  harbour  pathogens  nearly  always  takes  the  form  of  terminal  disinfection, 
i.e.  disinfection  carried  out  after  removal  of  the  source  of  infection  or  recovery 
of  a patient.  Current  disinfection,  which  is  that  exercised  as  an  interim  mea- 
sure, is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  householder  or  nurse  and  as  it  consists  of 
meticulous  routine  cleansing  of  “ infected  ” rooms,  damp  dusting  and  abundant 
ventilation,  is  often  more  important  than  a final  terminal  ^treatment ; indeed 
terminal  disinfection  of  premises  after  minor  infections  has  now  been  generally 
abandoned  with  no  markedly  adverse  results.  This  of  course  in  no  way  implies 
that  the  same  indifference  would  be  justified  with  regard  to  articles  of  clothing, 
library  books  etc.  where  more  serious  and  highly  infectious  diseases  such  as 
smallpox  etc.  are  concerned,  effective  disinfection  being  still  an  essential  pre- 
caution in  the  latter  cases. 

Consignments  of  blankets  and  bedding  etc.  continued  to  be  received  from 
the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  and  the  disinfection  station  invariably  operated 
at  least  once  a week  to  deal  with  these  and  other  infected  articles  ; except 
in  the  case  of  notifiable  diseases  an  appropriate  service  charge  is  made  to  cover 
the  costs  involved. 

Live  steam  under  pressure  was  used  in  the  disinfector  unless  articles  liable 
to  damage  by  this  form  of  treatment  were  involved,  when  vapourised  formalin 
was  employed  : the  latter  product  was  also  used  in  gaseous  or  liquid  spray 
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form  for  disinfection  of  premises,  as  being  the  most  convenient  and  effective 
form  of  chemical  disinfectant  applicable  in  such  circumstances. 

The  disinfector  also  continued  to  be  available,  by  arrangement,  to  the 
Ashford  Urban  District  Council  Health  Department,  this  being  the  subject  of 
a formal  agreement  ; no  request,  however,  was  made  for  such  usage  during 
1964. 

Disinfestation 

For  many  years  fumigation  by  hydrogen  cyanide  or  methyl  bromide  gas 
was  virtually  the  only  effective  treatment  available  for  disinfestation  of  pre- 
mises harbouring  insects  of  public  health  significance.  The  procedure  was 
cumbersome  and  fraught  with  an  element  of  risk,  due  to  the  high  toxicity  of 
the  gases  and,  in  the  case  of  hydrogen  cyanide,  the  very  slow  clearance  of 
vapour  from  articles  such  as  bedding  and  clothing. 

These  lethal  gases  are  now  seldom  resorted  to  for  household  disinfestation, 
except  in  extreme  cases,  though  both  are  still  used  for  industrial  disinfestation 
operations  and  methyl  bromide  is  employed  extensively  in  the  fumigation  of 
food-stuffs,  especially  on  importation.  For  small  scale  treatments  of  residential 
premises  they  have  been  replaced  by  safer  and  more  convenient  methods  of 
treatment  using  formulations  of  contact  and  residual  insecticides  which  can  be 
used  to  good  effect  where  comparatively  minor  domestic  infestations  arise, 
such  as  is  usually  the  case  now  that  improved  housing  and  social  standards 
are  the  order  of  the  day. 


There  is  of  course  the  well-known  phenomenon  of  the  evolution  of  strains 
of  insects  which  are  resistant  to  some  of  the  synthetic  insecticides  referred  to, 
and  on  which  I have  commented  previously  ; this  has  taken  the  place  of  the 
hazard  of  toxicity  to  humans  and  could  conceivably  be  an  even  more  potent 
disadvantage  in  the  long  run.  At  present  the  effect  is  contained  within  localised 
areas  and  there  are  effective  alternative  insecticides  available  which  deal  with 
resistant  strains,  but  the  possibility  of  ultimate  spread  of  resistance  is  obvious 
and  in  such  an  event  a serious  practical  problem  could  arise. 

The  risk  of  local  resistance  developing  can  be  reduced  by  strictly  con- 
trolling the  type  of  insecticide  used  and  this  continued  to  be  the  policy  of  the 
department.  A natural  pyrethrum-based  product  in  powder  or  spray  form  was 
accordingly  invariably  used  initially  ; insect  pests  appear  to  have  almost 
negligible  resistance  to  this  type  of  insecticide  and  it  was  rarely  necessary  to 
have  recourse  to  a synthetic  alternative. 

The  number  of  premises  treated  was  markedly  higher  than  last  year  ; 
this,  paradoxically,  is  not  viewed  with  dismay  but  rather  welcomed  as  an 
indication  that  more  people  sought  the  assistance  of  the  department  in  dealing 
with  infestations,  especially  in  food  premises.  I have  repeatedly  expressed  the 
conviction  that  insect  pests  are  tolerated  more  complacently  than  they  should 
be  in  such  premises  and  I still  feel  that  the  services  of  the  department  are  much 
under  used  in  this  connection. 

1.  Disinfection 


Number  of  premises  treated  after  infectious  disease 

Number  of  rooms  involved 

Number  of  articles  of  bedding,  etc.  disinfected 

Number  of  library  books  disinfected 

Number  of  articles  destroyed 


18 

23 

794 

43 

7 
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2.  Disinfestation 


Number  of  houses  and  other  premises  treated 
Number  of  rooms  involved 


65 

205 

247 


3.  Number  of  visits  by  operator  for  above  purposes 


FOOD  SUPPLIES 


1.  General  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  position  with  regard  to  meat  suplies  in  the  Borough  continued  un- 
changed. There  are  no  slaughter  houses  in  Folkestone  but  facilities  were  avail- 
able at  the  Hythe  abattoir  to  any  local  butcher  who  might  wish  to  have  animals 
slaughtered  and  dressed.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  lease 
granted  by  the  Hythe  Borough  Council  to  the  slaughtering  company  who 
occupy  the  premises  and  ensures  that  adequate  public  slaughtering  facilities  are 
provided  for  local  needs  ; the  arrangements  referred  to  were  confirmed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  in  1960  as  affording  satisfactory 
compliance  with  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  1958. 

14  carcases  of  beef  affected  by  cysticercus  bo  vis  were  transferred  from 
the  Hythe  and  Canterbury  abattoirs  to  the  control  of  the  department  during 
the  year  under  review  for  deep  freeze  refrigeration  treatment  as  prescribed  in 
the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963. 

New  regulations — the  Meat  (Treatment)  Regulations  1964 — which  are  of 
particular  importance  in  the  marketing  of  meat  were  introduced  in  January, 
making  it  an  offence  to  add  to  any  raw  and  unprocessed  meat  ascorbic  acid, 
erythorbic  acid,  nicotinic  acid,  nicotinamide  or  any  derivative  of  these  sub- 
stances. Such  “ improvers  ” have  the  effect  of  artificially  maintaining  a fresh 
red  colour  in  meat,  and  the  Regulations  were  prompted  by  the  discovery  that 
they  were  being  improperly  used  to  excess  in  a particular  South  Eastern  dis- 
trict, especially  with  meat  displayed  in  ready  cut  or  minced  form,  thereby 
causing  quite  serious  illness  among  a number  of  consumers. 

Special  checks  were  made  of  all  butchery  establishments  when  this  became 
known  but  there  was  no  evidence  that  any  of  the  additives  were  being  used  in 
the  Borough. 

General  supervision  of  all  the  meat  shops  and  wholesale  meat  depots  in  the 
Borough  was  also  maintained  and  unannounced  random  inspections  were 
made  as  deemed  appropriate  to  check  that  all  meat  and  meat  products  pre- 
pared, stored,  or  offered  for  sale  were  wholesome,  free  from,  disease  and  fit  for 
human  consumption.  Similar  attention  was  directed  to  all  other  food  estab- 
lishments and  I am  again  able  to  comment  favourably  on  the  generally  satis- 
factory standard  of  food  distributed. 

Butchers  in  particular  do  not  hesitate  to  call  on  the  department  for  in- 
spection of  meat  which  is  disease-suspect  or  otherwise  in  doubtful  condition, 
and  this  also  applies  to  the  three  wholesale  meat  depots  ; the  advisory  services 
of  the  inspectorate  are  similarly  used  by  other  types  of  food  traders  and  also, 
from  time  to  time,  by  the  school  meals  service  etc. 

As  a result  of  the  above  activities  approximately  2\  tons  of  food  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  including  some  500  packages  of 
deep-freeze  products  ; all  was  surrendered  voluntarily  and  destroyed  by  burn- 
ing at  the  East  Cliff  destructor,  and  details  are  given  later  in  the  usual  tabulated 
summary. 
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No  fewer  than  31  complaints  were  received  in  1964  from  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  public  concerning  the  soundness  of  specific  articles  of  food  or  the 
presence  of  foreign  matter  in  foodstuffs  which  they  had  purchased  ; this  was 
an  increase  of  seven,  or  30%,  compared  with  1963  and  was  indeed  the  highest 
annual  total  yet  recorded.  The  number  of  formal  complaints  made  to  the 
department  unquestionably  represents  only  a small  proportion  of  the  total 
number  of  such  incidents  but  the  increase  noted  could  be  indicative  of  more 
critical  reaction  of  customers  and  is  thus  not  entirely  unwelcome. 

Among  the  complaints  received  were  allegations  of  roundworms  in  fish 
(two  separate  incidents),  a caterpillar  in  a can  of  peas,  a wasp  in  a jar  of  jam, 
maggoty  ham,  a Pyralidae  moth  infestation  in  walnuts,  slivers  of  paint  in  im- 
ported cheese,  and  several  cases  of  minor  foreign  extraneous  material  in  bread 
and  flour  confectionery.  Other  complaints  related  to  sourness  or  “ off  tastes” 
in  several  different  products  including  sausages,  canned  rice  puddings,  baby 
food,  etc. 

All  these  cases  were  thoroughly  investigated  and  appropriate  action  was 
taken  according  to  the  circumstances  disclosed.  In  most  cases  warnings  were 
issued,  but  legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  two  instances  which  involved  a 
piece  of  jagged  glass  in  a jelly  product  and  rodent  excreta  in  a loaf  of  bread, 
details  being  given  later  in  this  report.  It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the 
department  to  take  fully  into  consideration  the  unpredictable  hazards  which 
inevitably  arise  in  the  process  of  manufacture  of  many  food  products  and  pro- 
secutions are  only  pressed  when  positive  culpability  or  neglect  seems  apparent 
whereby  a consumer  of  food  which  is  adversely  affected  would  be  justifiably 
aggrieved  or  exposed  to  some  definite  risk. 


Summary  of  Food  and  Drugs  Condemned 


(a)  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

Cooked  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20  lbs. 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125  lbs. 

Bacon  (Packets)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24  pkts. 

Beef  (English)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  439  lbs. 

Beef  (Imported)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  404  lbs. 

Bovine  kidneys  (Imported)  95  lbs. 

Lamb  (English)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19  lbs. 

Lambs’  livers  (Imported)  40  lbs. 

Pork  (English)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71  lbs. 

Pork  (Imported)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92  lbs. 

Pigs’  livers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118  lbs. 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  133  lbs. 

Sausage  Casings  12  lbs. 

Turkeys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28  lbs. 

Black  Puddings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 lbs. 

Meat  501  cans 

Sweetbreads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 pkts. 

(b)  Fish  and  Fish  Products 

Prawns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20  lbs. 

Shrimps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90  lbs. 

Fish  (various)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 boxes 

Escallops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 dozen 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54  cans 

Fish  Fillets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28  pkts. 
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(c)  Other  Foods 

Biscuits 

Blancmange  Powder 

Butter 

Coffee 

Cream 

Fruit 

Flour 

Jam  

Milk  

Honey 

Horseradish  . . . 
Orange  Squash 
Pickles 
Soup  ... 

Salad  Cream 

Salt  

Treacle 
Vegetables 
Walnuts 
Frozen  Foods  : 

Cake 

Fish 

Fruit 

Fruit  pies 

Pastry 

Poultry  . . . 

Meat 

Meat  Pies 

Mousse 

Vegetables 


56  pkts. 

3 pkts. 

32  lbs. 

3 cans 
2 cans 

28  bottles 
1,329  cans 
118  pkts. 
52  cans 

23  jars 
98  cans 

2 jars 
131  bottles 

4 bottles 

2 jars 

8 cans 

24  jars 

9 pkts. 

1 can 

802  cans 
37  pkts. 

1 pkt. 
248  pkts. 

6 pkts. 

4 pkts. 

3 pkts. 
12  pkts. 
36  pkts. 

33  pkts. 
19  pkts. 

133  pkts. 


2.  Food  Hygiene 

Food  Poisoning  is  an  ominous  term  which  can  still  cause  a tremor  of  ap- 
prehension in  any  Public  Health  Department  and  perhaps  even  more  so  in  a 
holiday  resort ; one  need  only  mention  Aberdeen  to  underline  the  serious 
repercussions  which  can  ensue. 

This  is  the  ever-present  thought  which  acts  as  a stimujant  to  vigilance  by 
the  department  in  the  promotion  of  cleanliness  in  food  handling,  as  well  as  the 
statutory  duty  imposed  of  insistence  that  the  relevant  legal  sanctions  are  prop- 
erly observed,  and  efforts  continued  accordingly  during  the  year  with  un- 
diminished firmness  of  intent. 

It  remained  a difficult  and  often  discouraging  task  to  ensure  that  all  food 
stores  and  shops,  cafes,  hotels,  restaurants  and  other  catering  establishments 
were  at  all  times  kept  in  satisfactory  condition  in  this  respect  and  that  each 
individual  employee  conscientiously  observed  the  personal  standard  of  hy- 
giene which  every  customer  has  the  moral  as  well  as  legal  right  to  expect.  No 
pressures  of  business  or  shortage  of  staff,  or  complacency  of  assistants — or 
the  most  often  repeated  excuse  of  lack  of  time — can  be  accepted  as  a reason  for 
continuance  of  bad  practices  to  the  point  of  apparent  perpetuity,  and  there  was 
still  room  for  improvement  in  the  keenness  of  some  managements  in  this  con- 
nection. Failure  to  wash  hands  after  using  the  toilet,  the  use  of  non-waterproof 
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dressings  to  cover  skin  wounds  and  abrasions  etc.  which  though  apparently 
trivial  and  “ clean  ” can  nevertheless  harbour  food  poisoning  organisms ; 
using  the  food  sink  for  domestic  washing,  smoking  behind  the  scenes,  skimp- 
ing the  routine  cleansing  of  both  premises  and  equipment  ; these  are  but  a 
few  of  the  malpractices  which  are  still  tolerated  with  almost  frightening  com- 
placency in  many  premises  which  hover  uncertainly  between  bare  compliance 
with  regulations  to  a standard  of  one  or  more  degrees  under. 

Cleanliness  of  kitchens  and  food  factories  was,  as  in  previous  years,  given 
high  priority  since  it  is  obvious  that  one  of  the  easiest  routes  for  contaminating 
organisms  to  be  spread  rapidly  through  large  quantities  of  food  and  thus  to  a 
a large  number  of  consumers  is  during  handling  at  this  point,  whether  the 
initial  infection  be  from  a human  source  or  whether  it  be  through  the  medium 
of  the  food  itself.  The  latter  possibility  is  of  course  very  real  indeed,  as  the 
contamination  of  food  products  can  in  some  instances  most  certainly  origin- 
ate in  the  meat  of  animals  infected  by  certain  types  of  feeding  stuffs,  the  latter 
having  been  shown  to  carry  food  poisoning  organisms  of  the  salmonella  group. 

Bulk  supplies  of  other  ingredients  have  also  been  implicated  from  time  to 
time,  while  one  knife,  fork,  ladle,  server,  basin  or  other  utensil  if  contamin- 
ated in  a kitchen  or  bakery  or  retail  shop  becomes  a vehicle  for  transmission 
of  such  contamination  to  everything  else  with  which  it  comes  into  contact ; it 
is  thus  spread  indiscriminately  to  other  utensils  and  equipment,  working 
surfaces,  the  hands  of  workers  and  ultimately  and  inevitably  to  the  food  being 
handled. 

The  risk  of  such  spread  can  be  reduced  by  strict  and  truly  conscientious 
attention  to  the  points  mentioned  above  but  under  the  frantically  busy  working 
conditions  which  obtain  at  peak  periods  of  activity  the  standard  of  routine 
cleanliness  usually  seems  to  be  the  first  casualty,  especially  if  conditions  of 
limited  space  and  bad  design  of  premises  obtain. 

In  a paper  on  future  trends  in  food  hygiene  which  I was  invited  to  present 
at  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  Annual  International  Congress  at  Torquay  in 
April,  1964,  I suggested  that  the  inducement  of  a critical  and  informed  ap- 
praisement by  customers  of  premises,  practices  and  personnel  at  all  points 
where  they  can  make  a material  contribution  could  be  a potent  factor  in  pre- 
serving satisfactory  standards  of  hygiene  and  it  is  not  inappropriate  to  reiterate 
the  following  short  extracts  from  the  paper,  viz  : 

(a)  (Referring  to  food  handlers)  . . . . “ Thoughtful  and  respon- 

sible behaviour  by  the  human  element  in  all  matters  relating  to  personal 
cleanliness,  food  manipulation,  pre-packaging,  display  and  sale,  clean- 
liness of  premises  and  transportation  at  both  wholesale  and  retail  stages 
will  remain  the  essential  prerequisites  of  good  practice  in  the  field  of  food 
handling.” 

(b)  (Referring  to  public  participation)  ....  “The  ultimate  aim 
of  food  hygiene  propaganda  must  surely  be  the  moulding  of  informed  pub- 
lic opinion  to  the  point  where  all  customers  become  positively  and  con- 
sciously fastidious  in  seeking  assurance  either  by  personal  observations 
or  otherwise  that  every  food  shop,  cafe  or  other  establishment  patronised 
has  a satisfactory  food  hygiene  “ rating  ” in  relation  to  premises,  personnel 
and  equipment  so  that  the  food  sold  is  not  only  attractive  and  nutritious 
but  is  also  safe  and  aesthetically  acceptable.  There  is  always  the  risk  that 
this  will  encourage  the  occasional  over-fussy  individual  to  complain  un- 
reasonably concerning  trivialities  but  at  present  there  are  far  too  many 
individuals  who  accept  indifferent  standards  without  remonstration.” 
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Action  taken  to  remedy  Defects  and/or  Contraventions  found  during 

inspections  of  Food  Premises 


Measures  taken  to  protect  food  from  risk  of  contamination 

Equipment  repaired  and/or  reconstructed  

Equipment  cleansed  

Walls/ceilings  of  food  rooms  repaired  and  decorated,  and/or 
rooms  cleansed 

Improved  ventilation  provided  in  food  rooms 

Windows,  doors,  floors,  etc.,  of  food  rooms  repaired  or  renewed 

Sinks  provided  for  washing  food  and/or  equipment  ... 

Hot  water  provided  for  sinks  ... 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  or  renewed 
Hot  water  provided  for  wash  basins  ... 

Soap,  nail  brushes,  etc.,  provided  or  renewed  

Lack  of  towels  for  handwashing  remedied 
Disconnection  of  food  rooms  from  sanitary  conveniences 
effected 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved,  reconstructed,  repaired, 
cleansed,  etc. 

Absence  of  notices  re  washing  hands  remedied 
Refuse  receptacles  provided 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  

First  Aid  materials  provided  (including  replacement  of  non- 
waterproof dressings,  etc.) 

Smoking  whilst  handling  food — warnings 
Accommodation  provided  for  clothing  and  footwear  not  worn 

during  working  hours  

Premises  specially  treated  for  eradication  of  insect  pests 
Names  and  Addresses  inscribed  on  food  stalls 
Stalls  and/or  fittings  cleansed  or  repaired 
Stalls  covered  with  side  and/or  back  screens  ... 

Stalls  provided  with  hot  water  ... 

Miscellaneous  contraventions  remedied 

No.  of  Food  Hygiene  posters  and  leaflets,  etc.,  distributed 
(including  posters  and  replacements  exhibited  for  public 
display  and  education)  


23 

6 

26 

67 

1 

7 

3 
9 

4 

8 

19 
2 

3 

10 

12 

3 
2 

10 

6 

6 

20 
2 
6 

4 

5 
2 
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3.  Bacteriological  Examinations 

It  is  a matter  of  personal  regret  that  time  cannot  be  spared  for  the  pursuit 
of  a more  comprehensive  but  controlled  programme  of  bacteriological  sampl- 
ing, including  in  particular  those  foods  which  are  especially  vulnerable  to  con- 
tamination and  afford  good  media  for  the  multiplication  of  pathogenic  organ- 
isms associated  with  food  infections  ; sampling  can  usefully  be  extended  to 
swab  and  rinse  samples  of  food  equipment,  including  items  such  as  meat 
slicing  machines,  can  openers,  whisks,  trays,  price  tags  etc.,  cutting  boards 
and  other  working  surfaces,  wiping  cloths  and  so  on. 

This  form  of  activity  is  often  a most  useful  adjunct  to  practical  inspection  of 
premises  as  a pointer  to  the  care  taken  in  routine  maintenance,  but  it  must  be 
done  on  a basis  of  continuity  since  check  and  follow  up  samples  inevitably  build 
up  if  the  technique  is  to  be  used  to  proper  advantage. 

With  heavy  pressure  of  other  commitments  it  was  only  possible  to  main- 
tain a modified  programme  of  shellfish  sampling  from  the  fish  barrows  which 
operate  in  the  harbour  area  during  the  summer  season.  25  samples  were 
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taken  for  this  purpose,  mainly  of  whelks,  and  generally  speaking  the  results 
must  be  assessed  as  somewhat  less  satisfactory  than  in  recent  years.  A number 
of  the  samples  were  indeed  very  unsatisfactory  and  one  particularly  disturbing 
result  showed  a total  bacterial  count  of  100,000,000  organisms  per  gramme  of 
flesh,  compared  with  the  generally  accepted  reasonable  maximum  of  100,000 
per  gramme. 

There  is  really  no  excuse  for  such  astronomical  counts  if  the  stall  holders 
would  strictly  follow  the  advice  which  is  constantly  given  to  use  a hypochlorite 
sterilant  during  the  process  of  picking  out  and  rinsing  the  shellfish  after  cook- 
ing and  prior  to  sale.  It  is  suspected  however  that  despite  vigorous  protest- 
ations to  the  contrary  the  recommendations  made  are  ignored  and  as  no  stat- 
utory standard  is  prescribed  which  can  be  applied  to  these  foods  penal  action  is 
limited. 

Seven  premises  are  registered  in  the  Borough  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  for  the  preparation  and  boiling  of  shellfish  and  these,  together  with  the 
various  stalls  etc.,  were  kept  under  very  close  supervision  to  see  that  relevant 
statutory  requirements  were  observed  ; it  must  be  said  that  the  premises,  and 
particularly  the  painted  and  colourful  stalls,  were  kept  in  a clean  condition,  but 
the  open  display  of  cooked  shellfish  on  the  latter  is  not  in  the  best  interests  of 
food  hygiene  and  is  thus  basically  unsatisfactory. 

The  routine  sampling  of  milk,  cream  and  ice  cream  for  biochemical  test- 
ing, and  the  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  bottles  and  milk  churns  etc. 
was  continued  throughout  the  year  and  the  results  are  referred  to  separately 
in  the  appropriate  part  of  my  report. 


4.  Ice  Cream 

Ice  cream  was  introduced  into  this  country  about  100  years  ago  by  a 
Venetian  named  Dominico  Santorelli  and  has  since  steadily  gained  in  pop- 
ularity, despite  occasional  ripples  of  adverse  publicity  arising  mainly  from 
alleged  unhygienic  methods  of  distribution. 

Mobile  sales  have  always  been  a feature  of  the  trade  and  up  to  about  35 
years  ago  hand  propelled  or  pony  drawn  barrows  were  still  a common  sight ; 
these  were  later  succeeded  by  tricycles  but  nearly  all  have  now  been 
superseded  by  motor  vehicles.  The  early  barrows  and  tricycles  were  very 
poorly  designed  and  lacked  any  semblance  of  hygiene  facilities,  whereas  mod- 
ern salesvans  can  be  equipped  with  a modified  type  of  the  accessories  necessary 
to  practise  reasonable  public  health  precautions,  including  wash  hand  basins 
and  hot  and  cold  water. 

By  adaptation  of  the  modern  technique  for  manufacture  of  soft  ice  cream, 
vehicles  used  for  this  product  are  unquestionably  small  ice  cream  factories 
and  even  when  the  best  equipped  vehicles  are  employed  there  is  a sense  of 
uneasiness  that  risk  of  contamination  arises,  especially  if  the  slightest  careless- 
ness or  complacency  creeps  into  the  attitude  of  driver/salesman — and  this,  alas, 
is  not  uncommon.  When  vehicles  are  adapted  or  converted  for  ice  cream  sales, 
or  ageing  vehicles  continue  to  be  used  after  structural  deterioration  has  set  in, 
the  uneasiness  increases  proportionately.  I share  the  opinion  that  a system  of 
annual  licensing  or  registration  should  be  introduced  and  stringently  applied 
to  control  all  ice  cream  mobiles  ; furthermore  standard  codes  of  practice  re- 
lating to  design,  construction,  and  equipment  should  be  strictly  applied  when 
registration  is  effected  or  renewed  so  as  to  ensure  uniformity  in  all  districts. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  estimate  how  much  ice  cream  is  sold  today  but 
a conservative  estimate  would  probably  be  70,000,000  gallons  per  year  and  a 
product  sold  in  such  quantities,  which  is  so  easily  contaminated,  merits  the 
type  of  control  advocated. 
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One  small  factory  continued  to  operate  in  the  Borough  for  the  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream  ; the  basic  mix  prepared  was  subsequently  either  frozen 
into  hard  ice  cream  at  the  factory  for  storage  and  retail  sale  on  older  type 
vehicles,  or  carried  on  soft  ice  cream  vehicles  which  also  operate  from  the 
premises.  The  factory  was  kept  under  routine  inspection  as  in  previous  years 
and  the  vehicles  were  also  checked  as  closely  as  possible  while  operating  with- 
in the  Borough  boundaries  ; all  the  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  were  satis- 
factory. 

Similar  attention  by  way  of  spot  inspections  was  given  to  vehicles  which 
come  into  the  Borough  from  other  districts,  though  sampling  of  the  ice  cream 
in  these  cases  is  more  haphazard  as  they  nearly  always  seem  difficult  to  locate 
when  sampling  is  in  progress. 

Application  was  received  for  registration  authorising  the  use  of  a soft  ice 
cream  machine  in  a large  multiple  retail  store  ; the  proposal  was  discussed 
with  representatives  of  the  applicants  in  the  light  of  the  relevant  statutory  pro- 
visions, and  registration  of  a specifically  defined  area  of  the  store,  designated 
solely  as  a sales  point  for  ice  cream,  soft  drinks  and  similar  commodities  was 
ultimately  approved  subject  to  the  installation  in  the  defined  area  of  all  the 
equipment  and  facilities  necessary  for  reasonable  compliance  with  the  parti- 
cular regulations  applicable,  and  on  the  understanding  that  only  a canned 
sterilised  mix  would  be  used,  thereby  in  effect  limiting  the  registration  to  use 
of  this  type  of  mix.  These  safeguards  were  considered  desirable  as  a matter  of 
policy  for  applying  to  any  other  applications  which  might  be  received  for  the 
installation  of  soft  ice  cream  machines  in  retail  shop  premises. 

All  the  requirements  outlined  were  readily  accepted  without  demur  and 
the  necessary  equipment  was  immediately  installed  including  sink,  wash  hand 
basin,  hot  and  cold  water  etc.  and  registration  was  effected,  but  the  idea  was 
then  apparently  abandoned  though  the  department  was  not  in  fact  advised  of 
any  reason  for  this  decision. 

No  other  premises  were  registered  for  the  manufacture,  storage  or  sale 
of  ice  cream  but  a number  of  changes  were  effected  and  there  were  six  deletions 
from  the  register  of  retail  sales  points,  leaving  228  premises  so  registered  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Perusal  of  the  results  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  and  biochemical  ex- 
amination will  show  that  all  the  former  were  entirely  satisfactory.  87.5%  of 
the  latter  were  classified  as  Grade  1 or  2,  82%  being  in  fact  reported  as  Grade 
1 ; these  results  are  regarded  as  reasonably  satisfactory,  and  meet  the  official 
recommendation  that  throughout  a period  of  one  year,  80%  of  samples  should 
not  fall  below  Grade  2,  bearing  in  mind  that  in  Grade  1 £nd  2 samples  most 
organisms  are  said  to  belong  to  irregular  types  and  are  not  therefore  presum- 
ably of  very  serious  pathogenic  significance  ; at  the  same  time  Grade  2 results 
can  be  indicative  of  lack  of  hygiene  in  handling  and  such  results  are  always 
followed  up  accordingly.  Only  one  Grade  4 result  was  reported  and  this  was 
immediately  and  vigorously  investigated  with  resultant  rapid  improvement  to 
a Grade  1 standard. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN 


(i)  Compositional  Quality  ( Chemical  Analysis) 


Milk  Solids  Artificial 

Fat  Content  other  than  Sweetener 

Fat 


Description 


Less 

than 

5.0% 

5.0% 

to 

7.5% 

7.5% 

to 

10.0% 

Over 

10% 

Less 

than 

7.5% 

Over 

7.5% 

Present 

Absent 

Ice-cream 

NIL 

NIL 

3 

NIL 

NIL 

3 

3 

“ Dairy  ” 

Ice-cream  . . . 

NIL 

NIL 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

2 

— 

2 

Total  ... 

NIL 

NIL 

5 

NIL 

NIL 

5 

— 

5 

(1)  Minimum  Basic  Standard  for  “ Ice-Cream  ” is 

5%  fat  and  1\°/Q  milk  solids  other  than  fat. 

(2)  Minimum  Basic  Standard  for 

“Dairy  Ice-Cream”  ]is  5%  milk  fat  (no  other 
“ Dairy  Cream-Ice  ” [-fat  being  permitted),  and 
“Cream  Ice”  J7J%  milk  solids  other 

than  fat. 

(3)  Minimum  Basic  Standard  for  “ Milk  Ice  ” is  2\%  milk  fat  and  7%  milk 
solids  other  than  fat. 

(4)  Minimum  Basic  Standard  for  “ Parev  ” (Kosher)  is  10%  fat  and  no  milk 
fat  or  other  derivative  of  milk. 

(5)  No  artificial  sweetener  is  permitted  in  ice-cream  of  any  description. 


Alternative  but  com- 
parable standards  are 
prescribed  for  mix- 
tures containing  fruit, 
fruit  pulp,  or  fruit 
puree. 


(ii)  Bio-chemical  Standard  {Methylene  Blue  Test) 


Type 

Assessment 

of  Mix 

Point  of  Sampling 

Grade  1 

| Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

Hard  Ice- 

Factory 

4 

Cream 

Sales  or  Serving  points 

65 

5 

9 

1 

Soft  Ice- 

Cream 

Mobile  sales  points  ... 

3 

1 

Total  Samples  ... 

72 

5 

10 

1 

Percentage  Summary  ... 

81.82% 

5.68% 

11.36% 

1.14% 
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5.  Statistical  details  relating  to  Food  Premises  (including  Ice-Cream  premises) 

(0  New  premises  registered  during  1964  for  the  manufacture 

of  ice-cream  ....  

(zz)  Deletions  from  register  of  ice-cream  factories  during  1964 
(in)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  ice-cream  at  December,  1964 
(zv)  New  premises  registered  during  1964  for  the  sale  and 
storage  of  ice-cream 

(v)  Deletions  from  the  register  of  premises  used  for  the  sale  of 

ice-cream  

(vz)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice- 
cream at  December,  1964  

(vzT)  New  premises  registered  during  1964  for  the  preparation 

or  manufacture  of  preserved  food  etc 

(vzYz)  Deletions  from  the  register  of  premises  used  for  the  pre- 
paration or  manufacture  of  preserved  food,  etc.,  during 
1964  

(ix)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  preserved  food,  etc.  at  December,  1964  ... 

(x)  Total  number  of  premises  (including  those  not  subject  to 
statutory  registration)  officially  recorded  as  being  used  for 
the  preparation,  storage  and  / or  sale  of  food 

6.  Licensed  Premises 

Number  of  premises  recorded  ...  ...  119 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  during  year  ...  85 

In  addition  to  the  licensing  laws,  which  are  not  the  concern  of  the  Health 
Department,  licensed  premises  are  subject  to  various  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960,  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  1936-1961,  and  (where  employees  are  concerned)  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963,  all  of  which  are  very  much 
within  the  province  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  condition  of  the  beer  cellars,  the  kitchens,  facilities  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  snacks,  the  general  cleanliness  and  adequacy  of  lighting,  ventilation 
etc.  in  all  parts  of  the  premises,  the  adequacy  and  condition  of  toilet  facilities, 
the  sterility  of  glasses  and  the  staff  amenities  provided  are  thus  checked  for 
compliance  with  the  statutory  requirements  applicable,  and  85  visits  were 
made  during  the  year  for  these  purposes. 

The  powers  of  the  licensing  authority  can  often  bear  relationship  to  the 
duties  devolving  on  the  department ; this  particularly*  applies  to  new 
plans  or  alterations  involving  structural  matters  which  can  have  public  health 
or  food  hygiene  significance  and  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  the  system  prac- 
tised in  many  areas  whereby  specific  joint  consultation  is  arranged  at  adminis- 
trative level  on  all  licensing  applications  so  that  a report  on  matters  of  mutual 
interest  is  available  to  the  magistrates  from  the  Health  Department  when 
licences  are  being  considered. 

The  position  is  somewhat  different  in  the  case  of  club  registrations  under 
the  Licensing  Act,  1961.  In  this  instance  applications  for  such  registrations 
must  be  notified  to  the  Corporation  by  the  Magistrates’  Clerk,  as  the  local 
authority  has  a statutory  right  of  objection  to  registration  if  the  premises  are 
not  considered  to  be  suitable  and  convenient  for  club  purposes,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  character,  size  or  conditions  prevailing. 

25  inspections  were  made  under  the  Licensing  Act  during  the  year  but  it 
was  not  found  necessary  to  register  any  formal  objection  as  referred  to  above. 


1 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

6 

228 

2 

3 

85 

747 
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In  a number  of  instances  attention  was  drawn  to  defective  conditions  involving 
maintenance  repairs,  cleansing  or  redecoration  etc.,  and  these  were  invariably 
either  remedied  before  the  application  for  registration  came  before  the  magis- 
trates, or  positive  instructions  were  given  before  that  date  for  the  necessary 
works  ; re-visits  were  made  in  all  such  cases  to  check  for  compliance. 

Several  informal  enquiries  were  received  as  to  the  requirements  of  the 
department  in  respect  of  premises  where  registration  was  contemplated,  and 
appropriate  advice  was  given,  including  in  one  or  two  instances  an  intimation 
that  the  premises  were  not  considered  to  be  suitable  for  the  purposes  proposed. 


7.  Purity  of  Food  and  Drugs 

As  well  as  the  several  aspects  of  quality  control  which  have  already 
received  comment  in  the  foregoing  pages,  the  effective  supervision  of  food 
supplies  and  drugs  is  not  complete  without  ensuring  strict  compliance  with 
the  comprehensive  legal  requirements  that  food  must  be  of  the  nature,  sub- 
stance, or  quality  which  a purchaser  is  presumed  to  have  demanded  in  the 
light  of  statutory  standards  and/or  accepted  codes  of  practice.  Furthermore 
no  food  or  drug  must  be  adulterated  by  fraudulent  and  improper  addition  or 
abstraction,  and  must  also  conform  to  special  labelling  requirements  which  are 
meant  as  a safeguard  against  misleading  advertising  or  sales  promotion. 

145  samples  of  milk  and  other  foods,  and  21  samples  of  pharmaceutical 
products,  were  obtained  by  Inspectors  during  1964  in  the  course  of  selective 
sampling  at  shops  etc.  in  the  Borough,  the  choice  covering  a wide  variety  of 
products  of  which  details  are  given  in  the  summary  which  follows.  In  addition 
to  these  samples,  all  of  which  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
chemical  analysis,  130  samples  of  milk  taken  on  arrival  of  farm  supplies  at 
dairies  in  the  Borough  were  tested  in  the  office  laboratory  for  butter  fat  and 
non-fatty  solids  content. 

Sampling  duties  take  up  a very  considerable  amount  of  time  since  they  must 
be  done  thoroughly  and  can  often  result  in  protracted  investigation  and  corres- 
pondence in  connection  with  adverse  reports  ; in  some  districts  one  or  more 
Inspectors  are  detailed  for  specialist  duties  in  this  field  but  I prefer  to  organise 
the  service  on  a monthly  rota  basis  under  which  each  District  Inspector  in 
turn  is  responsible  for  all  sampling  duties  for  the  period  mentioned.  This 
system  continued  to  work  satisfactorily  and  is  of  benefit  in  that  it  maintains 
a lively  interest  in  food  control  by  all  the  Inspectors  ; furthermore  it  pools 
their  combined  knowledge  and  reflections  on  the  subject  for  the  benefit  of  the 
department  as  a whole. 

Adverse  reports  or  comments  were  made  in  respect  of  1 1 samples  sub- 
mitted for  examination  and  these  are  tabulated  on  pages  52/53  together  with 
brief  explanatory  comments  on  the  action  taken  in  each  case.  It  will  be  seen 
that  legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  one  farmer  for  selling  Channel 
Island  milk  which  was  adulterated  with  added  water. 

Local  administration  and  control  of  food  supplies  is  influenced  by  national 
developments  and  new  research.  In  this  context  the  question  of  food  additives 
continues  to  exercise  the  minds  of  all  who  have  responsibilities  in  the  matter, 
and  there  is  a growing  uneasiness  concerning  unrestricted  use  of  chemical  add- 
itives in  the  sophistication  of  foodstuffs. 

The  numerical  extent  of  the  chemical  additives  employed  in  the  food  in- 
dustry is  almost  as  startling  as  the  unpronounceable  names  of  some  of  these 
compounds  and  while  it  is  at  once  accepted  that  chemicals  are  not  only  useful 
but  in  some  respects  quite  essential  for  conservation  and  to  obviate  wastage, 
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also  to  raise  levels  of  agricultural  production,  nevertheless  their  use  should  be 
restricted  so  that  no  additive  is  permitted  until  it  has  been  proved  beyond 
reasonable  doubt,  e,g.  by  exhaustive  tests,  to  be  safe  both  in  the  short  and 
long  term. 

It  is  recognised  that  in  commenting  critically  on  food  additives  there  is 
always  the  danger  of  being  misinterpreted  as  implying  that  any  food  to  which  an 
additive  is  introduced  in  processing  is  potentially  poisonous  and  thus  danger- 
ous ; such  a dogmatic  assumption  is  of  course  grotesquely  erroneous  as  this 
line  of  reasoning  would  condemn  the  use  of  say  salt  or  oil  as  a preservative  or 
flavouring  ingredient  (though  it  is  said  that  a pound  of  salt  could  possibly 
prove  fatal  if  taken  over  a very  short  period). 

Without  being  in  any  way  consciously  reactionary  or  decrying  the  activities 
of  responsible  commercial  interests,  one  sometimes  wonders  in  considering  the 
complexities  of  new  techniques  and  employment  of  chemical  ingredients 
» whether  the  ultimate  wellbeing  of  the  consumer  is  not  subordinated  to  applied 
scientific  research,  in  the  name  of  technical  advances,  and  when  reflecting  on 
this  aspect  of  food  control  it  is  well  to  keep  firmly  in  mind  the  definition  of 
intentional  food  additives  as  being  “ non  nutritive  substances  added  deliberate- 
ly to  food,  generally  in  small  quantities  to  improve  its  appearance,  flavour, 
texture  or  storage  properties  ”. 

Where  additives  are  in  fact  used  there  is  something  to  be  said  for  the  con- 
tention that  effective  labelling  should  disclose  the  names  of  the  chemicals 
present  in  the  food.  It  is  argued  that  the  use  of  long  technical  names  on  labels 
would  be  meaningless  to  most  purchasers,  but  this  is  not  a valid  argument  for 
concealing  the  facts  by  omission  ; furthermore  it  would  be  helpful  to  food  in- 
spectors and  analysts  who  are  responsible  for  the  sampling  and  examination 
of  food. 

The  importance  with  which  labelling  of  food  products  is  regarded  was  re- 
flected in  a comprehensive  report  of  the  food  standards  committee  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  which  was  published  during  1964  as  a 
result  of  investigations  started  in  1961.  This  was  a most  thorough  review  and 
one  which  clearly  recognised  that  the  determination  of  standards  for  food 
labelling  is  a complex  problem  if  a proper  balance  is  to  be  effected  between, 
on  the  one  hand,  reasonable  latitude  to  manufacturers  for  advertising  in  a 
competitive  field,  and  on  the  other  the  proper  protection  of  the  customer 
against  too-colourful  claims,  to  boost  high  pressure  selling  projects.  What  for 
example  does  reference  to  a food  having  been  “ bio-dynamically  grown  ” 
mean  to  a customer — and  more  important  does  it  in  fact  mean  anything  of 
nutritional  or  qualitative  significance  ; yet  the  expression  has  been  noted  on  a 
label  with  a clear  inference  that  a product  so  produced  is  of  superior  quality, 
and  possesses  something  that  other  foods  of  the  same  type  lack. 

The  report  referred  to  above  contained  over  70  conclusions  or  recommend- 
ations, of  which  the  following  may  be  picked  out  as  being  of  particular  im- 
portance : 

1 . The  size  and  location  of  the  information  required  to  be  given  on  food 

labels  should  be  specifically  prescribed,  thus  ensuring  standardisation. 

2.  The  list  of  foods  which  are  at  present  exempted  from  existing  labell- 
ing requirements  should  be  drastically  reduced. 

3.  There  should  be  much  stricter  requirements  for  the  declaration  of 

chemical  additives  in  food. 

Mr.  J.  H.  E.  Marshall,  m.a.  (cantab.),  f.r.i.c.,  Public  Analyst,  is  retained 
by  the  Borough  Council  for  the  examination  of  samples  taken  which  require 
analysis  and  my  sincere  appreciation  is  due  to  him  and  to  his  staff  for  continued 
co-operation  and  assistance.  The  services  and  advice  of  the  Public  Analyst  are 
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of  inestimable  benefit  to  the  department  and  thus  to  the  general  public  and  I 
cannot  emphasize  too  strongly  the  valuable  contribution  which  he  makes  to  the 
efficient  operation  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  ancillary  Food  Standard 
Regulations  etc.  in  the  Borough. 


Summary  of  Samples  Submitted  for  Analysis 


Bamboo  Shoots  

Formal 

Informal 

1 

Beef  Stock  Tablets  

— 

1 

Butter  

2 

— 

Cakes  and  Pastries — All  butter  lemon  curd  tarts 

1 

— 

— Brandy  snaps  

— 

1 

— Full  cream  milk  chocolate 

biscuits 

— 

1 

— Puff  pastry  

— 

1 

— Fresh  dairy  cream 

doughnuts  

1 

— 

— Mince  pies 

— 

2 

Christmas  Pudding  

— 

1 

Chippies  

— 

1 

Cheese — Chambourcy 

— 

1 

Cocoa 

— 

1 

Cooking  oil 

— 

1 

Cornflour  

— 

1 

Corn  oil  margarine  ... 

— 

1 

Cream — sterilized  (canned) 

— 

1 

Drinks — Vitamin  Health  Drink  

— 

2 

— Non  alcoholic  Port  flavoured  beverage  ... 

— 

1 

— Cherry  wine 

1 

— 

— Ginger  wine 

1 

— 

— Peach  wine 

1 

— 

— Spiced  elderberry  wine  

— 

1 

Drugs — Analgesic  tablets  (various) 

— 

6 

— Beechams  Powders 

— 

1 

— Bicarbonate  of  soda 

— 

1 

— Camphorated  oil 

— 

1 

— Castor  oil  ... 

— 

1 

— Cough  mixture 

— 

3 

— Glycerine,  lemon  and  ipecacuanha 

— 

1 

— Halibut  oil  capsules  

— 

1 

— Intestinal  medicinal  tablets 

— 

1 

— Mouth  lozenges 

— 

1 

— Rubbing  oil  

— 

1 

— Teething  powder 

— 

1 

— Vitamin  tablets 

— 

1 

— Water  purification  tablets  (Chloramine) 

— 

1 

— Zinc  ointment 

— 

1 

Fish  cakes 

2 

1 

Fish  dressing 

— 

1 

Gelatin 

— 

1 

Gherkins 

— 

1 

Hamburgers  with  vegetables  and  gravy  (canned) 

— 

1 

Honey 

— 

2 

Horseradish — creamed 

— 

1 
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Ice-cream — Ordinary  3 — 

— Dairy  2 — 

Bread  sauce  — 1 

Lard  1 — 

Marzipan  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 7 

Meat  Products — Beef  sausages  3 

—Beef  sausage  meat  1 — 

— Pork  sausages  3 — 

— Pork  sausage  meat  1 1 

—Pork  luncheon  meat  (canned)  ...  — 1 

— Chicken  fillets  in  gravy  ...  — 1 

—Prime  English  steak  in  gravy  ...  — 1 

— Ox  tripe  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Steak  and  kidney  pie  — 1 

Milk — -Channel  Island  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  — 

— Other  than  Channel  Island  30  1 

— Tested  in  Department  Laboratory  ...  — 130 

— Sediment  residue  in  milk  (identification)  ...  — 1 

Olive  oil  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Olives — (canned)  — 1 

Onions — minced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Paste — chicken  — 1 

Pearl  barley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Pecan  nuts  — 1 

Preserved  Fruit — Apricots  — 1 

— Prunes  — 1 

Preserves — Jams  and  marmalade  ...  ...  — 4 

— Lemon  curd  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

— Mixed  peel  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Relish  — 1 

Salad  cream  ...  — 1 

Salt — preserving  — 1 

Spirits — Brandy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 

— Gin  3 

— Rum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 — 

—Whisky  3 

Snow  Foam  Crystals  — 1 

Sugar  confectionery 

— Liqueur  flavoured  chocolate  bottles  ...  — 1 

— Liqueur  chocolate  — 1 

— Miniature  confectionery  ...  ...  ...  - — 1 

— Pink  cake  decorations  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Tarragon  Mayonnaise  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

Tomatoes  — 1 

“ Top  of  the  milk  ” ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 
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KNACKER’S  YARD 


Routine  supervision  was  maintained  over  the  knacker’s  yard  at  Cheriton 
and  no  cause  for  adverse  report  arose  during  the  year. 

All  live  animals  brought  to  the  premises  were  slaughtered  on  arrival  and 
relevant  statutory  requirements  relating  to  humane  treatment  appeared  to  be 
satisfactorily  observed  when  checks  were  made,  while  the  whole  of  the  premises 
were  kept  in  a very  clean  condition,  reflecting  continued  credit  on  the  two 
ladies  who  run  the  establishment. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  on  the  premises  was  56  less  than  the 
previous  year,  but  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  owners’  premises 
rose  by  31  to  193  and  included  132  horses,  as  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Description 


Horses  Donkeys  Cattle  Sheep  Totals 


Animals  slaughtered  at  knacker's  yard  1 3 


Animals  slaughtered  at  owner’s  pre- 
mises and  brought  to  knacker’s  yard 
for  disposal 

Other  dead  animals  brought  to  the 
knacker’s  yard  for  disposal 


132 


158 


59 


171 


193 


108 


68 


179 


Some  of  the  meat  from  the  knacker’s  yard  is  sold  from  a pet  meat  shop 
on  the  premises  and  the  remainder  is  disposed  of  to  other  pet  shops  or  to 
animal  establishments,  mainly  for  feeding  to  dogs  and  cats  ; all  the  meat  is 
sold  in  raw  condition. 

The  very  unsatisfactory  position  which  authorises  raw  meat  from  this 
type  of  premises  to  be  sold  without  being  properly  sterilized  continues,  and 
with  it  the  risk  of  spread  of  infection  to  domestic  households  of  pathogens 
from  carcases  of  animals  which  may  have  been  diseased  or  infected  with  such 
organisms.  At  present  all  that  is  legally  required  is  that  knacker’s  meat  must 
be  stained  with  a prescribed  dye  and  while  I am  satisfied  that  the  carcases  are 
so  stained  at  the  Cheriton  premises,  some  doubt  must  inevitably  arise  as  to 
whether  all  the  very  small  cuts  are  properly  stained  at  retail  shops  when  sold, 
bearing  in  mind  that  quantities  of  half  pound  and  one  pound  are  often  involved. 

It  is  true  that  sterilization  is  accepted  as  an  alternative  to  staining  but 
this  is  seldom  practised  as  it  results  in  very  appreciable  loss  of  weight  and  is 
thus  not  favoured  in  the  trade  for  obvious  reasons. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


(i)  Genera! 


Milk  is  still  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  staple  foods,  and  the  daily 
consumption  runs  into  millions  of  gallons.  It  can  also  provide  one  of  the 
easiest  routes  for  spread  of  either  explosive  or  chronic  infection  and  this 
underlines  the  paramount  necessity  of  taking  all  possible  measures  to  make 
sure  that  it  is  free  from  disease  or  other  undesirable  contaminants  at  the  time 
of  milking,  also  that  it  is  not  exposed  to  unnecessary  risk  of  contamination 
during  subsequent  handling,  processing,  and  distribution. 

The  possibility  of  milk  being  infected  by  tuberculosis  has  now  been  vir- 
tually eliminated  from  the  national  dairy  herd  by  the  efforts  of  the  Animal 
Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  but  the 
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same  cannot  be  said  of  brucellosis  organisms  which  are  equally  transmissible 
to  man  through  the  medium  of  infected  milk. 

Pasteurisation  is  a safeguard  for  the  consumer  ; but  this  was  equally  the 
case  with  tuberculosis,  yet  a prodigious  eradication  scheme  was  very  rightly 
mounted  with  the  results  indicated,  and  there  are  other  important  economic 
factors  involved  which  would  seem  to  justify  the  same  approach  to  the  eradi- 
cation of  brucellosis,  not  least  the  loss  of  calves,  a loss  of  milk,  and  the  general 
disturbance  arising  from  the  presence  of  infection  in  a herd. 

Whether  the  incidence  of  undulant  fever  in  human  beings  attributable  to 
milk  is  sufficiently  high  to  give  rise  to  serious  concern  is  a matter  for  medical 
opinion,  but  there  does  appear  to  be  an  air  of  complacency  concerning  the 
promotion  of  more  positive  compulsory  measures  for  elimination  of  infection 
in  cattle  ; this  despite  reliable  evidence  that  around  25-30%  of  dairy  herds 
are  affected,  and  the  general  impression  from  published  figures  that  the  in- 
cidence may  indeed  be  increasing. 

Possibly  the  cost  of  elimination  is  regarded  as  disproportionate  ; certainly 
a programme  of  eradication  would  not  appear  to  be  impractible,  as  Norway 
is  said  to  have  eradicated  the  disease  10  years  ago  and  the  rate  of  infection  in 
Sweden  is  almost  negligible,  while  Denmark  is  apparently  approaching  the 
same  situation  with  a reduction  in  the  number  of  infected  herds  from  67%  to 
around  5%. 

The  Council  will  be  aware  that  the  department  has  taken  a lively  interest 
in  the  sampling  of  milk  to  check  for  brucella  infection  and  the  results  of 
samples  taken  during  1964  for  this  purpose  are  referred  to  later. 

Another  long  standing  infection  of  cattle  which  presents  a most  difficult 
problem  to  dairy  farmers  is  mastitis,  and  the  use  of  penicillin  in  veterinary 
treatment  of  this  disease  results  in  the  antibiotic  being  present  for  at  least  48 
hours  in  the  milk  excreted  by  cows  so  treated,  because  the  medicament  is 
distributed  by  the  milk  in  the  affected  udder. 

Reference  was  made  to  this  hazard  in  my  report  last  year  and  a special 
circular  on  the  subject  was  issued  in  1964  outlining  the  general  steps  being 
taken  to  minimise  the  risk  of  residual  infection,  and  giving  guidance  on  samp- 
ling and  testing  of  milk  for  antibiotics  by  local  authorities.  Sampling  was 
already  being  carried  out  by  the  department,  having  been  commenced  in  1963, 
and  44  samples  of  incoming  farm  supplies  were  taken  during  1964;  I am 
glad  to  record  that  no  traces  of  antibiotics  were  reported. 

(ii)  Local 

The  responsibilities  of  ensuring  that  the  statutory  measures  for  protecting 
milk  supplies  are  properly  observed  are  divided  between  central  authority 
through  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  local  food  and 
drugs  authorities  ; the  former  look  after  production  at  the  farm,  including 
housing  of  cattle,  and  local  authorities  thereafter  take  over  supervision  of 
transport,  dairy  processing,  storage,  wholesale  and  retail  distribution  and  the 
ancillary  duties  involved. 

In  Folkestone  local  control  is  largely  connected  with  supervision  of  the 
two  dairies  operating  in  the  Borough,  where  the  daily  throughput  during  the 
summer  season  is  approximately  14,000  gallons,  this  figure  falling  to  a “nor 
mal  ” average  of  13,000  gallons  per  day  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  ; the 
figures  quoted  include  an  average  of  1,800/1,900  gallons  of  milk  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  cream.  At  one  dairy  alone  4,000,000  gallons  of  milk  passed 
though  the  plant  during  the  year. 
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Routine  sampling  of  milk  from  the  dairies,  roundsmen,  and  retail  shops 
was  supplemented  by  visual  inspection  of  dairy  premises,  plant  and  equipment, 
coupled  with  continued  regular  testing  of  churns  and  bottles  to  check  the  degree 
of  bacterial  sterility  obtained  after  treatment  in  the  bottle  or  churn  washing 
appliances. 

162  bottles  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  rinse 
samples  from  83  churns  were  obtained  for  similar  purposes  ; with  a few 
isolated  exceptions  the  results  were  generally  satisfactory  and  more  than 
adequately  complied  with  the  recommended  standards  laid  down. 

The  condition  of  some  milk  bottles  on  return  to  the  dairies  was  quite 
deplorable,  due  to  gross  misuse.  The  care  of  these  bottles  should  be  recognized 
as  a two-way  responsibility,  i.e.  by  the  customer  as  well  as  by  the  dairyman, 
and  deliberate  misuse  of  bottles,  especially  where  these  are  ultimately  returned 
for  re-use  is  quite  inexcusable. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  demand  that  milk  must  be  processed, 
bottled  and  distributed  in  conformity  with  stringent  hygienic  requirements 
under  pain  of  prosecution  of  the  dairymen  ; this  is  designed  for  the  protection 
and  benefit  of  the  consumer,  and  it  is  surely  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that 
bottles  should  not  be  abused  while  in  the  temporary  custody  of  customers. 

Sometimes  schools  are  not  blameless  in  this  respect  and  one  particular 
incident  in  1964  is  recalled  when  approximately  50  bottles  were  rendered  useless 
and  had  to  be  smashed  on  return  to  the  dairy  as  they  were  incapable  of  being 
properly  cleansed  due  to  having  been  used  for  paint  mixing.  Misuse  on  such 
a scale  is  quite  astonishing  when  it  occurs  at  educational  establishments,  and 
is  particularly  deprecated. 

Statistical  details  relating  to  registration  and  licences  approved  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  and  tabulated  summaries  of  samples  taken,  are 
given  below. 


(a)  Registrations  under  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

(i)  Distributors  having  dairy  premises  in  the  Borough  ...  8 

(ii)  Distributors  having  shop  premises  where  only  bottled 

milk  or  cream  is  sold  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

New  distributors  registered  during  the  year  ...  ...  12 

Removals  from  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(b)  Licences  under  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960,  valid  for 
quinquennial  period  ending  31st  December,  1965 


In 

Changes  during  year 

In  opera- 

Type of  Licence 

operation 

1.1.64 

Additions 

Deletions 

tion  at 
31.12.64 

(i)  Dealers  (T.T.) 

2 

— 

— 

2 

(ii)  „ (Pasteurisers) 

2 

— 

— 

2 

(iii)  „ (Pre-packed) — 

Tuberculin  tested 

37 

3 

34 

Pasteurised 

78 

13 

11 

80 

Sterilized 

15 

2 

4 

13 
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(c)  Samples  taken  for  Chemical  Analysis  (Compositional  Quality) 

A veragc 

Type  of  Milk  No.  of  Samples  Total  Solids 

Fat  Content  Solids-not-Fat 

Channel  Island  11  4.56%  8.74%  13.30% 

Other  than  Ch.  Is.  31  3.76%  8.62%  12.38% 

NOTE.  Channel  Island  Milk  must  contain  at  least  4.0%  fat.  Other  milk,  irrespective  of 
designation,  should  contain  at  least  3.0%  fat,  and  all  milk  8.5%  solids-not-fat. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  130  samples  of  milk  were  taken  on  arrival  of 
farm  supplies  at  dairies,  for  examination  in  the  office  laboratory.  This  is  a 
very  valuable  additional  screening  check  by  which  any  suspect  or  poor  quality 
milk  can  be  quickly  detected  and  followed  up  directly  with  the  producer. 


(d)  Samples  taken  for  Biochemical  Examination. 

(0  Milk 

T otal  No. 


Designation 

of 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Phosphatase  Test 

Turbidity  Test 

Sample . 

s Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

taken 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Pasteurised 

94 

48 

— 

46 

— 

— 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

51 

23 

1 

27 

— • 

— 

— 

Sterilized 

13 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

13 

— 

Totals 

158 

71 

1 

73 
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(if)  Cream 

66  samples  of  cream  were  taken  for  methylene  blue  examination  during 
the  year,  this  test  being  designed  as  an  assessment  of  the  degree  of  bacterial 
contamination  present  and  thus  an  indication  of  the  potential  keeping  quality 
of  the  product ; results  were  classified  as  follows  : 

Satisfactory  40  (60.7%) 

Fairly  satisfactory  only  ...  11  (16.6%) 

Unsatisfactory  15  (22.7%) 

Although  these  results  show  some  improvement  in  the  number  of  satis- 
factory samples  compared  with  previous  years  the  percentage  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  is  still  disappointing. 

The  results  are  classified  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  con- 
tained in  an  official  report  of  a working  party  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service. 

(e)  Brucella  Abortus  Tests 

Between  January  and  August,  14  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  inoculation  tests  ; all  were  negative  to  Tuberculosis 
and  Brucella  Abortus. 

From  September  the  method  of  examination  changed  and  63  samples 
were  subjected  to  the  Ring  Test,  with  the  following  results  : 

(a)  14  were  group  samples  involving  74  farms  and  of  these  8 samples  were 
collectively  positive  to  the  tests  applied.  42  samples  were  then  taken  from 
the  individual  farms  concerned  with  the  samples  and  9 farms  were  isolated 
as  giving  positive  results. 

(b)  7 group  samples  involving  39  individual  farms  were  also  sent  for  exam- 
ination in  addition  to  the  above  ; all  were  negative  to  the  test. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


The  long  awaited  legislation  relating  to  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of 
shop  and  office  workers  came  into  effect  during  the  year  under  review,  the  oper- 
ation being  phased  into  two  stages.  A preliminary  period  of  three  months  bet- 
ween 1st  May  and  31st  July  was  allowed  during  which  employers  of  staff 
working  in  any  office  or  shop  were  required  to  register  accordingly  with  the 
Local  Authority  or,  in  certain  cases  with  the  Factory  Inspector  ; on  1st  Aug- 
ust, generally  speaking,  compliance  with  most  of  the  main  practical  require- 
ments of  the  Act  became  obligatory,  though  extended  periods  of  grace  have 
been  given  in  respect  of  certain  matters,  notably  overcrowding  standards  and 
some  additional  requirements  relating  to  toilet  and  washing  amenities.  The 
latter  date  thus  marked  the  commencement  of  physical  examination  of  prem- 
ises, and  initial  inspections  which  involve  detailed  survey,  preparation  of  com- 
prehensive record  sheets  etc.,  are  inevitably  time  consuming.  Nevertheless  by 
steady  endeavour  243  visits  were  made  in  the  last  3/4  months  of  the  year  to 
registered  premises. 

It  was  apparent  from  a comparison  of  the  registration  forms  received  up 
to  August  1st  with  existing  departmental  records  and  knowledge  of  local 
premises,  that  many  employers  had  failed  to  register  by  that  date  and  a num- 
ber of  reminder  visits  were  made  to  such  premises  for  check  purposes  in  this 
connection.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  quite  a number  of  further 
premises  to  be  registered  and  in  view  of  the  widespread  publicity  given  to  the 
matter,  continued  failure  to  register  is  not  only  very  remiss,  but  a specific  penal 
offence  under  the  Act  and  could  be  prosecuted  accordingly. 

As  a result  of  primary  inspections  285  defects  or  contraventions  of  the 
Act  were  reported  and  75  informal  notices  were  served  requiring  remedial 
action  to  be  taken  ; 21  of  these  defects  had  been  marked  off  as  remedied  by 
the  end  of  December  but  this  is  not  representative  of  the  amount  of  remedial 
work  then  completed  as  only  a very  small  number  of  check  re-visits  had  been 
made  at  that  time  ; many  of  the  contraventions  were  of  a comparatively  minor 
nature  but  the  statistics  quoted  above,  and  reference  to  the  table  below,  will 
give  some  idea  of  the  progress  made  by  the  department  in  implementation  of 
the  Act. 

I would  particularly  comment  on  the  fact  that  only  three  accidents  were 
reported  during  the  initial  period  of  operation  of  the  Act  ending  on  December 
31st,  and  all  these  were  from  one  establishment.  It  is  almost  inconceivable 
that  no  other  notifiable  accident  occurred  amongst  well  over  4,000  employees 
engaged  in  other  shop  and  office  premises  in  the  Borough  ; a notifiable  ac- 
cident is  one  which  results  in  an  employee  being  absent  from  work  for  more 
than  three  days  and  this  applies  even  if  it  only  involves  a cut  finger  or  a 
sprained  ankle.  This  is  an  extremely  important  provision  in  the  Act  and 
special  attention  is  invariably  drawn  to  the  statutory  obligation  mentioned 
when  inspections  of  premises  are  made,  so  that  employers  and  management 
should  not  be  able  to  plead  ignorance. 

The  Borough  Council  is  required  to  forward  a separate  annual  report  to 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  as  soon  as  practicable  after  31st  December  giving 
details  of  the  administration  of  the  Act  and  the  following  table  shows  the 
statistical  information  given  in  the  first  report  submitted  : 
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Table  A — Registrations  and  General  Inspections 

No.  of  Premises 

No.  of  registered 
premises  inspected 

Class  of  Premises 

registered  at  3 1 / 1 2 / 64 

during  year 

Offices 

178 

17 

Retail  Shops 

368 

134 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  ... 
Catering  Establishments  open  to 

20 

— 

the  public,  canteens,  etc. 

48 

4 

Fuel  Depots 

5 

— 

Totals  

619 

155 

Table  B — Number  of  visits  by  Inspectors 

To  Registered  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  243 

To  Premises  not  covered  by  Act  ...  ...  ...  23 


Table  C — Total  number  of  persons  employed  as  shown  on 
forms 

Male  

Female  


the  registration 

1,637 

2,475 


Total 4,112 


HOUSING 

(a)  Unfit  Houses 

Satisfactory  housing  has  always  been  a basic  social  necessity  and  is  today 
acknowledged  to  embrace  more  than  mere  shelter  for  living.  It  includes  not 
only  the  immediate  dwelling  but  also  the  whole  residential  environment  and 
services  which  might  be  regarded  as  meeting  the  legitimate  aspirations  of  con- 
temporary society.  It  thus  involves  many  disciplines  and  the  exercise  of  many 
professions  such  as  architecture,  planning,  engineering,  economics,  and  ul- 
timately virtually  all  the  departments  of  the  Local  Authority,  but  the  health 
aspect  is  unquestionably  at  the  core  of  the  housing  problem  so  far  as  unfit 
properties  are  concerned  and  its  importance  therefore  requires  no  stressing. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  is  probably  more  acutely  aware  than  anyone 
of  the  low  standards  which  are  still  the  statutory  criteria  of  whether  a house 
can  be  regarded  as  “ fit  for  human  habitation  ” since  he  is  the  recipient  of  the 
daily  complaints  and  criticisms  of  the  occupants  of  defective  dwelling  accom- 
modation. 

The  present  criteria  are  quite  out  of  date  ; they  do  not  take  proper 
account  of  environmental  factors  or  lack  of  amenities  as  distinct  from  major 
structural  defects  and  deficiencies  and  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  obvious 
that  future  standards  must  take  into  consideration  these  points. 

Having  aired  those  remarks  it  may  seem  an  anticlimax  to  report  that  little 
material  progress  was  made  in  1964  in  the  clearance  of  the  remaining  unfit 
houses  in  the  Borough  ; the  observations  made  are  however  pertinent  as  form- 
ing the  background  reasons  for  pressing  on  as  soon  as  the  temporary  bottle- 
neck arising  from  the  restricted  allocation  of  new  houses  for  the  Borough  eases. 

The  inspection  of  houses  in  Clarence  Street/Bellevue  Street/St.  John’s 
Street  proceeded,  in  anticipation  of  the  time  becoming  opportune  for  sub- 
mission of  an  official  report  to  the  Council,  and  the  area  was  in  fact  formally 
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designated  as  a Clearance  Area  in  January  1965.  The  number  of  unfit  houses 
involved  is  34  and  ultimate  procedure  will  be  by  way  of  a Compulsory  Pur- 
chase Order,  so  as  to  include  certain  additional  properties  outside  the  “ unfit  ” 
area  in  order  to  facilitate  redevelopment  for  new  houses. 

From  the  statistical  summary  relating  to  housing  it  will  be  seen  that  3 
Closing  Orders  were  made  during  the  year,  all  relating  to  basements,  and  ac- 
tion was  proceeding  in  connection  with  two  further  unfit  dwellings,  one  of 
which  was  also  a basement. 

Re-housing  of  the  occupants  of  the  James  Morris  Dwellings,  which  were 
the  subject  of  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  1963,  was  almost  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  only  two  of  the  tenants  then  remaining. 

The  position  at  31st  December,  1964,  with  regard  to  condemned  prem- 
ises or  parts  of  premises  which  have  not  been  demolished  is  summarised  in  the 
following  table  : 


Classification 

Vacant 

Still 

occupied 

Used  as  stores, 
offices,  etc. 

{off  dally  approved ) 

Action  still 
pending  at 
end  of  year 

Clearance  and  Compulsory 

Purchase  Orders 

23 

2 

— • 

— 

Closing  Orders 

64* 

— 

25 

1 

Formal  undertakings  not  to 
relet  for  human 

habitation 

6 

— 

2 

1 

Voluntary  Closure 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

94 

2 

27 

2 

* These  include  52  basement  flats  or  basement  rooms. 

In  accordance  with  routine  practice  all  the  above  premises  were  specifically 
checked  at  six  monthly  intervals  to  confirm  that  the  terms  of  the  various 
orders  which  are  operative  were  being  properly  observed.  In  one  or  two 
instances  the  attention  of  owners  or  occupiers  had  to  be  drawn  to  possible 
contraventions  in  this  respect  but  in  each  case  the  matter  was  resolved  by 
informal  action. 

(b)  Housing  Repairs 

One  of  the  most  difficult  housing  problems  relates  to  houses  which  are 
not  “ unfit  and  incapable  of  being  made  fit  ” but  may  be  incapable  of  being 
made  fit  “ at  reasonable  expense  ” since  action  for  service  of  notice  is 
dependent  on  both  criteria  being  satisfied  and  the  difficulties  posed  in  my 
report  for  1963  have  not  diminished. 

The  problem  was  the  subject  of  a special  debate  at  the  annual  conference 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Association  in  September,  when  a resolution 
was  passed  drawing  attention  to  the  lack  of  adequate  power  to  prevent  the 
deterioration  of  dwelling  houses  to  the  point  where  they  become  unfit  for 
habitation  and  urging  that  local  authorities  should  be  given  effective  powers  to 
ensure  proper  maintenance  and  repair  before  properties  reach  this  stage. 

The  proposals  of  the  Association  have  since  been  endorsed  by  the  Assoc- 
iation of  Municipal  Corporations  who  have  urged  that  consideration  should  be 
given  to  legislation  aimed  at  dealing  with  sub-standard  properties  falling  short 
of  being  slums  on  the  one  hand  or  of  providing  satisfactory  dwellings  on  the 
other.  The  A.M.C.  proposal  envisages  such  properties  being  purchased  com- 
pulsorily on  terms  intermediate  to  the  present  extremes  of  “ fit  ” or  “ unfit  ” 
as  defined  in  the  Housing  Act. 

The  Ministry  are  clearly  conscious  of  the  reality  of  this  problem  and  a 
sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee  has  been  set  up 
with  terms  of  reference  “ to  consider  the  practicability  of  specifying  objective 
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criteria  for  the  purpose  of  slum  clearance,  the  rectification  of  disrepair,  and 
other  housing  powers  relating  to  the  establishment  of  minimum  tolerable  stan- 
dards of  housing  accommodation 

The  revision  of  present  standards,  which  are  still  based  on  those  laid  down 
in  the  1919  Manual  of  Unfit  Houses,  is  long  overdue;  if  realistic  standards 
are  formulated  which  will  enable  enforced  reconditioning  of  houses  falling 
into  disrepair  before  they  sink  into  irretrievable  decay  on  either  practical  or 
economic  grounds,  much  sub-standard  property  will  be  rescued  for  an  ex- 
tended period  of  usefulness. 

Noties  requiring  comprehensive  repairs  continued  to  be  served  within  the 
limitations  referred  to  and  in  cases  where  such  action  was  appropriate.  Many 
more  such  notices  could  be  served  if  full  district  house  to  house  inspections 
were  mounted  as  prescribed  in  the  Housing  Acts,  but  the  capacity  of  builders 
in  the  Borough  to  deal  with  this  type  of  work  seems  to  be  limited  and  this  is  a 
factor  which  is  taken  into  consideration,  since  it  is  better  to  have  a com- 
paratively smaller  number  of  schedules  outstanding  on  which  work  is  actively 
progressing  than  an  imposing  total  of  notices  issued  but  which  remain  at  a 
complete  standstill  for  months  on  end. 

Nevertheless  22  comprehensive  repair  schedules  were  served  as  direct 
notices  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  41  similar  schedules  were  issued  in  connec- 
tion with  Standard  and  Discretionary  grants,  payment  of  which  is  not  ap- 
proved until  the  repairs  specified  have  been  completed  satisfactorily.  The  total 
number  of  houses  dealt  with  for  re-conditioning  was  thus  63. 

(c)  Improvement  Grants 

The  most  important  development  with  respect  to  improvement  grants 
was  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Act  1964.  This  includes  pro- 
visions for  the  compulsory  improvement  of  houses  and  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  improvement  grant  legislation  it  is  possible  for  the  local  authority 
to  insist  on  the  improvement  of  whole  areas  of  properties  which  lend  them- 
selves to  such  action.  The  new  powers  are  a step  in  the  right  direction  but  the 
procedure  is  complex  and  very  cumbersome  indeed  and  administrative  action 
can  conceivably  be  spread  over  several  years  in  full  implementation. 

Similar  provision  is  made  to  secure  the  improvement  of  individual  houses 
but  in  this  case  action  must  be  initiated  by  a tenant  making  formal  represent- 
ation to  the  local  authority  requesting  them  to  exercise  their  powers  of  com- 
pulsion. One  informal  enquiry  was  received  from  a tenant  shortly  after  the 
Act  came  into  operation  and  this  was  later  pursued  to  a formal  representation. 

The  idea  of  making  free  grants,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Council,  to  en- 
courage owners  to  improve  properties  was  introduced  in  1949  ; it  did  not 
“ catch  on  ” however  and  further  attempts  were  made  to  attract  interest  by 
revising  the  original  scheme  in  1954,  and  again  in  1957.  In  1959  the  Standard 
Grant  Scheme  was  added  whereby  grants  of  up  to  £155  could  be  claimed  as  a 
right,  but  even  this  did  not  have  the  result  hoped  for  and  the  introduction  of 
compulsory  powers,  which  have  been  fore-shadowed  for  several  years  was  not 
unexpected. 

Borough  Council  approval  of  the  preparation  of  an  initial  scheme  for  a 
compulsory  improvement  area  still  obtains  but  pressure  of  other  duties  and 
work  in  implementation  of  the  new  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 
coupled  with  shortage  of  both  technical  and  administrative  staff  for  several 
months  of  the  year  made  it  quite  impossible  to  embark  further  on  the  project. 
This  was  again  disappointing  as  in  my  opinion  the  work  is  of  pressing  import- 
ance ; indeed  if  compulsory  measures  are  not  taken  it  seems  that  there  will  still 
be  scores  of  houses  in  the  Borough  without  baths,  hot  water  supplies,  wash 
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hand  basins  and  internal  toilet  accommodation  in  the  year  2,000,  and  beyond. 

If  further  justification  is  needed  for  this  gloomy  forecast  it  can  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  the  number  of  applications  for  grants  fell  by  2 to  only  53  during 
the  year  covered  by  this  report,  i.e.  an  average  of  barely  1 per  week  ; in  fact 
in  16  years  only  458  applications  have  been  received  of  which  445  have  been 
approved. 

I would  add  that  no  opportunity  is  lost  to  urge  owners  to  apply  for  grants, 
and  explanatory  leaflets  are  always  enclosed  with  notices,  however  minor,  re- 
lating to  housing  repairs,  but  to  little  or  no  avail. 

(d)  Applications  for  Re-Housing 

44  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  applications  for  re-housing  by  the 
Corporation,  these  being  undertaken  either  as  a result  of  direct  complaint  to 
the  department  or  at  the  request  of  other  departments. 

Every  case  was  carefully  investigated  and  appropriate  recommendation 
was  made  according  to  the  individual  circumstances.  Many  of  the  enquiries 
related  to  applications  for  special  priority  on  health  grounds  and  these  call  for 
very  critical  review  to  determine  whether  any  priority  is  really  justified,  bearing 
in  mind  the  relative  claims  of  other  housing  applicants. 

STATISTICAL  DETAILS  RELATING  TO  HOUSING 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  160 

Number  of  houses  included  under  above  sub-heading  where 

defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1957-1964 


(1)  Number  of  houses  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  and  incapable  of  repair,  which  were  the 
subject  of  administrative  procedure  during  the  year  5 

(2)  Number  of  houses  declared  unfit  and  included  in 

clearance  areas  etc.  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  houses  where  : 

Closing  Orders  made — Section  18(1)  3 

Closing  Order  determined  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Consideration  still  pending  at  end  of  year  . . . ^ ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  houses  reported  to  Local  Authority  with  a 

view  to  the  service  of  formal  notices  requiring  repair  ...  4 

(6)  Number  of  notices  served  requiring  execution  of  works  : 

(a)  Formal  1 

(b)  Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Number  of  defects  found  under  (b)  above  ...  ...  970 

(7)  Number  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  : 

*(a)  by  owners  on  service  of  informal  notices  ...  60 

(b)  by  owners  on  service  of  statutory  notices  ...  Nil 

(c)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

Number  of  defects  remedied  under  (a)  above  ...  933 


* Notices  in  respect  of  some  of  these  houses  were  served  in  the  previous 
year. 
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HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1958 
Cumulative  position  at  31st  December,  1964 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


(1) 

Total  number  of  firm  preliminary  enquiries  received  ... 

918 

(2) 

Lormal  applications  made  as  results  of  (1)  above 

458 

(3) 

(a)  Lormal  applications  approved 

• • • • • • 

445 

(b)  Lormal  applications  approved  but  (i)  subsequently 

not  pursued  (67)  or  (ii)  not  yet  completed  (44)  ... 

101 

(c)  Lormal  applications  refused 

• • • • • . 

13 

(4) 

Completed  schemes  

• • • • • • 

344 

(5) 

Improvements  to  single  dwellings  : 

(a)  owner  occupied  

253 

(b)  tenanted  properties  

60 

313 

(6) 

Conversions  of  properties  into  : 

(7) 


2 flats 

3 flats 

4 flats 

5 or  more  flats 


18 

1 

3 

9 


Grants  paid  in  year  1964 

Total  amount  of  Grants  paid  to  December,  1964 


31 

344 

£12,277.  4s.  4d. 
£81,353.  10s.  lid. 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 


Two  sites  are  licensed  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop- 
ment Act  1960  authorising  use  of  land  for  the  stationing  of  caravans,  and  one 
site  is  licensed  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  for  tents  only,  the  latter 
being  immediately  adjacent  to  the  Little  Switzerland  Caravan  Site  of  which 
it  originally  formed  a part. 

None  of  the  sites  is  very  extensive,  the  one  at  the  Valiant  Sailor  being  re- 
stricted to  15  caravans  and  the  Little  Switzerland  Camps  accommodating  30 
caravans  and  a maximum  of  15  tents.  All  were  used  exclusively  as  holiday 
sites  and  none  of  the  problems  associated  with  colonies  of  full  residential 
caravans  therefore  arose. 

The  amenities  provided  as  a condition  of  licensing  are  based  on  the  model 
standards  specified  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for 
holiday  sites  ; they  include  in  each  case  provision  of  mains  water  supply,  a 
water  carriage  system  of  drainage  for  toilets  and  waste  sullage,  hot  and  cold 
showers  and  washing  facilities,  laundry  facilities,  fire-fighting  equipment,  hard 
roads  and  facilities  for  car  parking  ; satisfactory  provision  is  also  made  for 
refuse  removal  and  appropriate  conditions  are  prescribed  to  control  the  space 
between  adjacent  caravans  and  overall  density.  At  Little  Switzerland  a grocery 
and  general  store/tea  chalet  is  also  provided  for  use  of  both  campers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  public  who  visit  the  area,  and  as  in  previous  years,  this  proved  a 
popular  spot  in  warm  weather  with  its  magnificent  view  of  the  Warren  and 
the  sweeping  expanse  of  the  Channel. 

All  the  sites  were  again  well  conducted  and  in  general  the  conditions  of 
licensing  were  satisfactorily  observed  ; frequent  visits  were  made  throughout 
the  holiday  season  for  routine  check  purposes  and  this  undoubtedly  materially 
assists  in  the  maintenance  of  a good  standard,  as  any  tendency  to  disregard  the 
statutory  conditions  is  detected  before  it  has  time  to  develop. 
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Two  site  licences  remained  operative  in  respect  of  individual  caravans 
used  for  residential  purposes,  these  being  subject  to  detailed  conditions  ap- 
propriate to  caravans  used  for  permanent  occupation,  again  based  on  official 
model  standards.  The  conditions  under  which  a family  in  one  of  the  caravans 
was  living  began  to  give  rise  to  concern  towards  the  end  of  the  year  due  to  a 
general  deterioration  of  the  site,  and  an  even  more  disturbing  deterioration  of 
the  caravan  itself  and  an  ancillary  structure  which  was  being  used  more  ex- 
tensively for  living  purposes  as  a result  of  family  increase  in  recent  years.  Ac- 
tion was  ultimately  taken  early  in  1965  to  secure  the  closure  of  the  caravan  for 
habitable  purposes. 

For  a number  of  years  I have  felt  bound  to  express  anxiety  on  public 
health  grounds  at  the  spread  of  unauthorised  and  indiscriminate  camping  in 
the  Lower  Warren  and  this  was  again  noted  during  1964,  when  conditions  in  a 
number  of  individual  cases  were  if  anything  worse  than  before. 

This,  however,  should  be  the  last  occasion  when  such  comments  are  made 
as  the  prospect  of  a properly  laid  out  and  well  equipped  camping  site  for  tents 
in  the  area  became  a more  positive  reality  in  September  when  work  began  on 
clearing  and  levelling  a site  for  100  tents. 

The  camp  is  being  constructed  by  the  Borough  Council,  who  will  be  the 
principal  licensees,  and  negotiations  were  actively  progressing  at  the  end  of  the 
year  for  the  completion  of  arrangements  under  which  the  Camping  Club  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  will  undertake  the  entire  management  of  the  camp, 
including  the  employment  of  a warden. 

The  site  is  an  expensive  one  to  develop  as  main  drainage,  water  supply  and 
electricity  services  are  at  remote  distances  but  all  are  being  connected  to  the 
new  camp  and  I have  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  of  a first  class  standard  ; further- 
more it  cannot  fail  to  be  a popular  additional  amenity  to  the  town  as  it  is 
situated  in  a sheltered  area  of  great  natural  beauty,  virtually  on  the  seashore. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

1.  Open  Air  Pool 

The  open  air  sea  water  pool,  situated  in  a prominent  position  on  the  fore- 
shore, is  the  largest  in  the  district  and  was  purchased  by  the  Borough  Council 
in  1963  from  the  former  owners.  A number  of  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  since  the  premises  were  acquired  by  the  Corporation,  principally  in  con- 
nection with  the  ancillary  features  i.e.  reconditioning  of  the  cafe  facilities  and 
artificial  floodlighting  etc.  The  pool  is  open  during  the  summer  months  and 
in  addition  to  being  a valuable  holiday  amenity  is  much  used  during  this 
period  by  local  swimming  organisations  and  schools. 

The  pool  is  165  feet  long  and  75  feet  wide  and  has  a depth  from  2ft.  6in. 
to  5ft.  6in.,  with  a deep  9ft.  basin  immediately  under  the  diving  area  ; overall 
capacity  is  364,000  gallons  and  two  high  pressure  sand  filters  and  chlorination 
plant  are  capable  of  maintaining  a 4 \ hour  turnover  sterilization  period,  acidity 
being  neutralised  by  a soda  solution.  Aeration  is  effected  by  syphonage  via  a 
Venturi  throat  and  by  diverting  a proportion  of  the  returning  water  over  an 
ornamental  cascade  at  the  shallow  end,  prior  to  re-entering  the  pool.  Sea 
water  is  pumped  in  to  fill  the  pool  at  the  beginning  of  each  season  and  the  level 
is  topped  up  at  regular  intervals  as  required. 

Dressing  cabins  are  provided  for  each  sex  and  small  foot  baths  are  sited 
between  these  cabins  and  the  bathing  area  ; hot  shower  baths  are  also  available. 

Nine  samples  of  the  water  were  taken  while  the  pool  was  in  use  during 
the  summer  and  all  proved  to  be  of  a satisfactory  standard  of  bacterial  clean- 
liness. 
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2.  Marina  Indoor  Pool 

The  small  indoor  pool  situated  in  the  old  Marina  building  facing  the  lower 
promenade  is  under  the  direction  of  a private  operator  who  occupies  the  prem- 
ises on  a temporary  basis  under  a short  term  arrangement.  The  remainder  of 
the  building,  which  is  approximately  70  years  old,  has  been  in  disuse  for  several 
years  and  comment  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  on  its  derelict  condition. 
The  swimming  pool,  48  feet  by  24  feet,  has  a capacity  of  about  32,000  gallons 
and  varies  in  depth  from  3 feet  to  6 feet.  Water  is  obtained  from  the  Folke- 
stone and  District  Waterworks  Company  and  is  heated  to  a temperature  of  72° 
to  74°  Fahrenheit.  The  turnover  period  of  water  in  the  pool  is  approximately 
4J  hours,  filtration  being  effected  through  a high  pressure  sand  filter  and 
chlorination  by  hand  application  of  hypochlorite  solution,  as  the  automatic 
injection  apparatus  is  no  longer  serviceable.  The  ravages  of  time  and  lack  of 
maintenance  due  to  uncertainty  as  to  the  life  of  the  building  continued  to 
seriously  affect  the  condition  of  the  interior  of  the  premises  where  the  pool  is 
situated  as  well  as  the  external  structure  and  the  condition  of  the  changing 
cubicles,  etc.,  is  generally  very  poor  indeed.  The  facilities  for  the  preparation 
of  light  refreshments  also  give  rise  to  concern,  having  regard  to  the  Food 
Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  and  if  anything  other  than  tea  and  cheese  rolls 
were  handled  action  in  this  connection  would  be  imperative.  It  is  to  the  ever- 
lasting credit  of  the  operator  concerned  that  bacterial  cleanliness  of  the  water 
is  maintained  under  almost  impossibly  difficult  conditions. 

Sixteen  samples  of  the  water  were  taken  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
were  of  a satisfactory  bacteriological  standard. 


3.  Westbrook  House  Private  School 

An  open  air  pool  is  situated  in  the  grounds  of  this  private  school  and  is  used 
during  the  summer  months  by  the  pupils  and  staff.  The  pool  measures  60  feet 
by  25  feet  and  varies  in  depth  from  2 feet  6 inches  to  5 feet  6 inches,  giving  a 
capacity  of  37,500  gallons.  Filtration  is  effected  by  a centrifugal  filter  and  ster- 
ilization by  an  automatic  dosage  unit  which  injects  a regulated  quantity  of 
sodium  hypochlorite  to  the  stream  of  water  as  it  leaves  the  filter. 

All  the  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  satisfactory. 

4.  Hillside  County  Secondary  School  for  Boys 

This  sunken  open  air  pool,  constructed  in  1960,  is  situated  in  the  school 
grounds  in  Park  Farm  Road.  It  is  formed  in  concrete  and  measures  50  feet  by 
20  feet  with  a water  depth  of  3 feet  to  3 feet  9 inches  and  a capacity  of  21,000 
gallons. 

Prior  to  the  pool  being  used  during  the  summer  months  of  1964  a chlor- 
ination and  filtration  plant  was  at  long  last  installed,  together  with  an  elec- 
trically propelled  centrifugal  pump  capable  of  circulating  1,000  gallons  of 
water  per  hour,  this  being  designed  to  ensure  one  complete  turnover  of  water 
per  day  ; in  view  of  the  very  limited  usage  of  the  pool  it  was  hoped  that  this 
would  be  effective  in  maintaining  the  water  in  satisfactory  condition,  but 
final  judgment  will  depend  on  the  actual  results  obtained.  Sterilization  is 
effected  by  the  addition  of  sodium  hypochlorite,  fed  into  the  water  in  con- 
junction with  the  filtration  plant  through  the  medium  of  an  adjustable  drip 
feed. 

The  unit  had  been  in  use  for  only  three  weeks  when  the  electric  motor 
broke  down  and  as  repairs  were  delayed  the  equipment  could  not  be  used 
again  until  the  summer  season  had  finished.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to 
revert  back  to  the  previous  fill  and  empty  system  with  supplies  drawn  from 
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the  Folkestone  and  District  Waterworks  Company.  The  water  was  treated 
by  manual  addition  of  sodium  hypochlorite,  the  dosage  being  adjusted  ac- 
cording to  the  residual  chlorine  present  as  indicated  by  tintometer  readings. 

The  automatic  plant  was  fully  repaired  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  one  can 
only  hope  that  it  will  work  satisfactorily  in  future. 


5.  New  Mefropole  Court  Swimming  Pool 

A small  private  indoor  pool  is  situated  in  part  of  the  New  Metropole 
Court  premises.  Dressing  accommodation  is  separate  for  men  and  women  and 
there  is  a shower  and  toilet  accommodation  provided  for  each  sex.  The  pool, 
which  has  a capacity  of  approximately  8,700  gallons  has  a maximum  depth 
of  5 feet  6 inches  and  a minimum  of  2 feet  6 inches. 

The  pool  is  of  orthodox  design  with  the  usual  scum  channel  etc.,  and  is 
filled  with  mains  water  which  is  thereafter  constantly  circulated  during  usage 
through  a pressure  filter  and  chlorination  plant ; use  of  the  pool  is  restricted 
to  members  of  a private  club. 

Samples  taken  throughout  the  year  have  shewn  that  a satisfactory  stan- 
dard of  chlorination  has  generally  been  maintained.  On  one  occasion  a fault 
in  the  chlorinator  gave  rise  to  a high  bacterial  count  but  no  pathogenic  or 
coliform  organisms  were  isolated  and  later  check  samples  were  satisfactory. 

6.  George  Spurgen  County  Primary  School 

This  pool,  constructed  of  wooden  framework  with  plastic  lining,  is  situ- 
ated in  the  playing  field  behind  the  school.  It  is  24  feet  by  16  feet  with  a 
capacity  of  only  8,000  gallons,  is  wholly  above  ground  level,  and  access  is 
gained  by  steps  at  one  end  ; although  very  small  it  serves  a useful  purpose 
in  teaching  children  to  swim. 

The  pool  operates  on  the  fill  and  empty  system,  water  being  obtained  from 
Folkestone  and  District  Waterworks  Company.  Sterilization  is  carried  out 
by  manual  addition  of  a sodium  hypochlorite  solution  as  required  according 
to  the  residual  chlorine  found  to  be  present  by  tintometer  readings. 

A senior  master  is  in  sole  charge  of  the  pool  and  is  responsible  for  check- 
ing and  maintaining  the  sterilization  of  the  water.  This  has  led  to  more 
effective  control  of  the  operation  of  the  pool  and  results  of  samples  taken  were 
satisfactory. 


7.  Paddling  Pool  for  Children 

The  small  shallow  paddling  pool  situated  in  the  ground  between  the 
Lower  Sandgate  Road  and  the  Marine  Promenade  is  under  the  general  con- 
trol and  supervision  of  the  Parks  Department.  The  pool  is  used  throughout  the 
summer  months  and  is  emptied  and  re-filled  from  mains  supplies  three  times 
weekly  during  this  period.  In  addition  attention  is  given  to  maintaining  reason- 
able sterility  of  the  water  by  the  addition  of  hypochlorite  solution  at  pre- 
scribed intervals  during  each  day,  the  precise  timing  having  been  broadly 
determined  from  the  results  of  samples  taken  at  different  periods. 

Samples  of  water  taken  confirmed  that  a satisfactory  standard  of  bacterial 
cleanliness  was  in  fact  maintained. 
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Total 

RESULTS  OF  SAMPLES 

Swimming  Bath 

B.  Coli 

Faecal  Coli 

Bacterial 

Samples 

present  in 

present  in 

count  too 

Satisfactory 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 

high 

Marina  Pool  : 

Deep  end 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Shallow  end  ... 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Open  Air  Pool  : 

Deep  end 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Shallow  end  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Hillside  School  : 

Deep  end 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Shallow  end  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

George  Spur  gen 
School  : 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

W est brook  House 
School  : 

Deep  end 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Shallow  end  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

New  Metro  pole  : 

10 

— 

— 

1 

9 

Paddling  Pool  : 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

NOTE  : Where  pools  have  varying  depths,  samples  are  invariably  taken  simultaneously 

at  “ deep  ” and  “ shallow  ” ends 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

The  duty  of  ensuring  that  those  imported  foods  prescribed  in  various 
statutory  orders  made  under  this  Act  are  properly  marked  with  the  country 
of  origin  rests  with  the  department  and  calls  for  an  ability  to  distinguish 
between  foreign  and  home  grown  produce.  In  the  case  of  some  goods, 
e.g.  certain  continental  tomatoes,  cucumbers,  etc.,  this  is  not  as  easy  as  with 
other  foreign  foods,  and  fruiterers  are  still  not  always  as  careful  as  they  are 
legally  required  to  be  in  connection  with  proper  labelling.  The  various  Orders 
are  intended  to  protect  the  customer  by  insisting  upon  clear  identification  of 
the  articles  to  which  they  refer  ; they  might  also  be  properly  regarded  as  being 
in  the  interest  of  home  producers,  though  it  must  be  observed  that  many  im- 
ported apples  and  tomatoes,  for  example,  are  today  so  well  graded  and  cared 
for  as  to  be  superior  to  some  home  grown  produce  in  quality  and  appearance. 

The  articles  of  food  to  which  the  Orders  apply  are  quite  clearly  prescribed 
and  there  is  no  excuse  for  traders  to  ignore  the  relevant  legal  provisions,  es- 
pecially as  they  have  been  in  operation  for  many  years  and  are  thus  familiar 
to  those  concerned,  either  from  their  own  personal  knowledge  or  from  having 
the  requirements  pointed  out  by  Inspectors  as  a result  of  routine  observations 
and  oft  repeated  reminders. 

The  requirements  for  marking  are  equally  clear  and  straightforward  so 
far  as  retail  premises  are  concerned  ; basically  they  provide  that  prescribed 
goods,  when  displayed  for  sale  must  bear  on  a show  ticket  which  is  clearly 
visible  to  customers,  an  indication  of  origin  in  indelible  lettering  not  less  than 
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j inch  in  height.  The  indication  of  origin  may  be  given  by  using  the  word 
“ Empire  ” or  the  word  “ Foreign  ” as  the  case  may  be,  or  alternatively  the 
actual  name  of  the  country  from  which  the  goods  originate  ; use  of  the  word 
“ Imported  ” is  not  acceptable. 

The  main  sin  is  one  of  omission  rather  than  commission  inasmuch  as 
labels  are  “ accidentally  ” forgotten  or  conveniently  slip  out  of  sight,  to  be  pro- 
duced by  a sleight  of  hand  when  the  offence  is  pointed  out. 

176  check  observations  were  officially  noted  in  1964  and  30  official  warn- 
ings were  issued  in  respect  of  contraventions  recorded  ; a considerable  number 
of  verbal  reminders  on  minor  or  technical  contraventions  were  also  given. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Five  premises  were  licensed  for  the  sale  of  pet  animals,  i.e.  dogs,  cats, 
fishes,  birds,  small  mammals,  etc.,  a further  increase  of  one. 

The  newly  licensed  premises,  a pet  shop,  had  a very  short  existence  and 
closed  in  September  after  only  a few  months  ; the  licence  was  not  subsequently 
renewed. 

The  conditions  under  which  pets  are  kept  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  i.e. 
the  carrying  on  of  a business  of  selling  animals,  etc.  as  pets,  is  of  public  health 
significance  as  well  as  of  importance  so  far  as  the  health  and  welfare  of  the 
birds  and  animals  themselves  is  concerned.  Not  only  can  conditions  become 
insanitary  and  thus  a statutory  public  health  nuisance,  but  some  of  the  pets 
are  natural  carriers  of  food  poisoning  and  possibly  other  infective  organisms, 
and  unless  they  are  kept  under  hygienic  conditions  reservoirs  of  infection 
could  conceivably  be  set  up. 

Conditions  attached  to  the  licences  thus  include  requirements  regulating 
size,  temperature,  lighting,  ventilation  and  cleanliness  as  well  as  for  fire  pre- 
cautions and  the  provision  of  adequate  food  and  water  ; they  also  require  that 
animals  must  not  be  displayed  in  positions  where  they  may  be  exposed  to 
disturbance  caused  by  interference  or  teasing  etc.,  and  any  sick  and  potent- 
ially infectious  animal  or  bird  must  either  be  removed  from  the  premises  or 
effectively  isolated. 

17  routine  check  visits  were  made  to  licensed  premises  during  the  year, 
specifically  detailed  inspections  being  carried  out  in  each  case  when  applica- 
tions for  renewal  of  licences  were  submitted  ; no  serious  contraventions  were 
reported  at  any  of  the  pet  shops. 

Full  co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  local  R.S.P.C.A.  Inspector, 
whose  ready  advice  was  invariably  helpful. 

2.  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1964  and  is  complementary 
to  the  Pet  Animals  Act  already  referred  to. 

The  boarding  of  animals  seems  to  have  grown  during  recent  years  into  an 
appreciable  business  and  the  accommodation  and  services  provided  are  being 
utilised  more  and  more  by  owners  for  boarding  their  pets,  especially  dogs  and 
cats,  while  on  holiday  or  visiting  relatives,  or  when  illness  creates  domestic 
difficulties  etc.  ; in  addition  quite  a number  of  such  animals  are  boarded  when 
military  or  civilian  personnel  are  posted  overseas  for  terms  of  duty  or  in  con- 
nection with  their  employment. 

The  observations  made  regarding  the  Pet  Animals  Act  are  applicable  to 
boarding  establishments  and  premises  can  of  course  be  licensed  under  both 
Acts  where  a dual  business  is  carried  on  ; similar  licence  conditions  obtain  with 
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the  same  general  objectives  but  with  the  addition  in  the  case  of  boarding 
premises  that  adequate  arrangements  have  to  be  made  for  animals  to  be 
exercised. 

The  issue  of  a licence  is  discretionary  and  special  conditions  may  be  im- 
posed if  considered  expedient  in  a particular  case  ; disqualification  from 
holding  a licence  under  any  relevant  animal  welfare  legislation  automatically 
precludes  anyone  from  holding  a licence  to  board  animals. 

Three  licences  were  granted  under  the  Act  and  the  premises  concerned 
were  kept  under  routine  supervision,  38  visits  being  made  for  this  purpose. 


3.  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Provisions  designed  to  prevent  or  restrict  noise  and  vibration  apply  not 
only  to  industrial  factories  but  also  to  business  and  trading  establishments, 
shops  and  domestic  premises  and,  by  specific  reference,  to  public  use  of  loud 
speaker  appliances  in  streets. 

The  criterion  for  action  by  the  local  authority  is  whether  noise  or  vibration 
is  such  as  to  constitute  a nuisance  or  be  prejudicial  to  health,  but  the  apparent 
simplicity  of  this  requirement  is  deceptive.  The  nuisance  must  be  more  than 
something  fanciful,  and  materially  and  substantially  interfere  with  the  ordinary 
and  reasonable  comfort  of  human  existence  by  way  of  inconvenience,  annoy- 
ance, hurt  and/or  injury,  and  profound  legal  judgments  have  been  given  on  the 
interpretation  of  these  points.  No  statutory  standard  of  acceptable  noise  level 
has  yet  been  prescribed  and  since  individual  reaction  is  subjective  it  varies 
between  quite  wide  limits  so  that  what  is  intolerable  to  complainants  can  be 
virtually  unnoticed  by  others  in  the  same  immediate  vicinity. 

Folkestone  is  primarily  residential  in  character  and  therefore  does  not 
suffer  from  a widespread  general  background  of  noise  from  factory  premises  ; 
nevertheless  17  complaints  of  localised  outbreaks  of  noise  were  received  and  81 
visits  were  made  in  pursuance  of  investigation,  check-up  and  follow-up  ob- 
servations in  connection  with  the  alleged  nuisances. 

Complaints  ranged  over  a wide  variety  of  intrusive  sounds  and  included 
objections  to  the  noise  of  compressors  and  machinery  on  several  sites  where 
building  operations  were  in  progress,  pneumatic  drills  used  in  road  excava- 
tions, machinery  in  several  small  factory  premises,  an  electric  saw,  early  morn- 
ing milk  deliveries,  the  persistent  noise  of  a compressor  on  an  ice  cream  vehicle 
stationed  daily  at  the  same  spot  for  long  periods  ; renewed  complaints  were 
also  received  concerning  music  at  cafes  and  licensed  premises. 

Two  things  which  became  increasingly  apparent  from  the  investigation  of 
noises  originating  in  industrial  premises  are  (a)  the  desirability  of  completely 
segregating  such  undertakings  from  residential  areas  as  far  as  this  is  possible 
and  (b)  the  need  for  more  care  in  the  design  and  layout  of  premises,  including 
the  construction  of  properly  soundproofed  zones  where  the  processes  or  mach- 
ines likely  to  give  rise  to  complaint  may  be  isolated  ; in  this  connection  it  is 
stressed  that  often  the  unrelieved  persistence  of  a sound,  e.g.  the  comparatively 
low  humming  from  fan  or  extraction  equipment  can  be  just  as  bad  as  louder 
but  more  spasmodic  noise. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  dealt  with  the  trouble  was  resolved  by  informal 
action  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties  ; some  were,  however,  more  difficult  to 
assess  and  several  were  still  under  review  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


(i)  Surface  Control 

The  total  number  of  rat  infestations  dealt  with  in  1964  was  240,  an  increase 
of  59  over  the  preceding  year.  This  increase  is  not  readily  explained  and  may 
be  due  to  several  factors  ; the  most  likely  appears  to  be  the  greater  co-opera- 
tion of  the  public,  as  the  number  of  complaints  compared  with  1963  rose 
steeply  from  92  to  220. 

All  reported  infestations  were  of  a minor  character,  the  majority  con- 
cerning single  rats,  seen  in  many  cases  by  several  people  and  thereby  often 
assuming  multiple  proportions  in  the  minds  of  local  residents. 

The  number  of  infestations  of  mice  showed  a decrease  of  3 compared  with 
those  dealt  with  in  1963  ; the  mouse  problem  does  not  appear  to  be  extensive 
in  the  Borough,  though  of  course  many  people  will  tackle  the  odd  mouse 
themselves  without  calling  for  outside  assistance. 
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Surface  Control 
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(ii)  Sewer  Control 

A routine  control  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried  out  in  March,  this  con- 
sisting of  depositing  suitable  poisoned  bait  in  selected  manholes  in  areas  of  the 
Borough  where  infestations  were  previously  recorded,  and  test  baiting  man- 
holes in  other  areas  to  ascertain  if  new  infestations  were  present ; only  3 man- 
holes so  treated  were  found  to  be  infested  and  these  were  cleared. 

A second  treatment  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  in  September  on  the  lines 
of  the  first  treatment  and  on  this  occasion  no  infestation  was  found.  This 
merits  particular  mention  as  it  was  the  first  occasion  ever  that  a completely 
negative  result  has  been  reported,  though  infestation  has  been  almost  neg- 
ligible for  several  years.  Six  monthly  test  baiting  will  of  course  continue  but 
it  is  hoped  that  no  reservoirs  of  infestation  will  be  re-established. 

Tabulated  Summary  of  Sewer  Treatments 


Total 

Manholes 

in 

Borough 

T reatment 
carried 
out 

Manholes 

baited 

Manholes  where  bait  was  taken 
during  treatment 

Nil 

T akes 

Complete 

Takes 

Partial 

Takes 

Total 

T akes 

1,390 

March 

403 

1 

2 

3 

400 

September 

454 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

454 

ANNEXE 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  in- 
spections made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

37 

9 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

174 

85 

8 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  local  Auth- 
ority (excluding  outworkers' 
Dremises) 

19 

4 

— 

— 

Totals 

230 

98 

8 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number 

of  cases  in  wh 

ich  defects  we 

re  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 
were  insti- 
tuted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Referred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 







■ 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ture  (S.3)  

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(S.4)  

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S-7)  : 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

defective 

(c)  not  separate  for 

8 

7 

— 

— 

1 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act,  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  out- 

work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

7 

— 

— 

— 

NOTE.  In  a number  of  cases  more  than  one  defect  was  found  ; in  actual 
fact  a total  of  20  itemised  defects  were  found  and  18  remedied. 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

work 

0) 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sec.  110(1) 
(c) 

(2)  ' 

Section  110 
No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of  in- 
stances of 
work  in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

(5) 

Section  1 1 1 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Making,  altering, 
etc. 

I Wearing 
i apparel 

26 

t Household 

1 linen 

2 

_ 

Curtains  and 

1 furniture 
hangings 

4 

s Manufacture  of 
parts  of  articles 
of  brass 

77 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

109 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Number  of  returns  received  from  employers  ...  33* 

(b)  Number  of  employers  by  whom  outworkers  employed  1 1 

(c)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  ...  ...  ...  109 

(d)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  in  (c)  living  outside 

the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

(e)  Number  of  lists  received  from  outside  authorities  ...  1 

(f)  Number  of  outworkers  involved  in  (e)  1 

* Returns  are  sent  twice  per  year. 
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PORT  OF  FOLKESTONE 


Public  Health  Department, 

Old  Harvey  Grammar  School, 
Foord  Road, 

Folkestone. 

March,  1965. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

and  Port  of  Folkestone. 

Mr  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  medical  aspect  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  Port  of  Folkestone  for  1964. 

During  the  year  the  regular  boat  services  have  been  as  follows  : 

( 1 ) Folkestone-Calais 

(a)  Daily  passenger  service  by  French  steamer  from  1st  January 
to  31st  December,  1964. 

(2)  Folkestone-Boulogne.  (British  Railways  Steamers) 

(a)  Daily  morning  passenger  service  from  3rd  July  to  6th  Sep- 
tember, 1964  inclusive.  An  irregular  service  was  in  force 
from  31st  May  until  the  commencement  of  the  daily  service 
and  also  during  the  period  11th  to  27th  September,  1964. 

( b ) Daily  afternoon  passenger  service  from  27th  June  to  7th 
September,  1964  inclusive  ; also  services  on  Saturdays,  Sun- 
days and  Mondays  from  31st  May  to  22nd  June  and  12th  to 
27th  September,  1964. 

(c)  Daily  evening  passenger  service  from  31st  May  to  26th 
September,  1 964  inclusive. 

On  8 days  during  February  and  March  a total  of  10  passenger  boats  were 
diverted  to  Folkestone  from  Dover  because  of  the  gales  and  rough  seas  in  the 
channel.  During  the  period  12th  to  28th  October,  1964,  dredging  operations 
were  carried  out  at  the  Folkestone  Harbour  and  all  boats  went  to  Dover.  The 
harbour  was  closed  on  Christmas  Day  and  on  the  16th  November  the  boat 
scheduled  to  arrive  from  Calais  was  diverted  to  Dover  in  view  of  the  bad 
weather  conditions. 

Special  day  excursion  trips  were  also  run  to  France  during  the  summer 
season. 

The  number  of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens  was  726  (703  passenger 
and  23  cargo  boats)  and  showed  a decrease  of  37  compared  with  1963. 

All  passenger  boats  were  met  and  where  necessary  two  or  more  doctors 
were  in  attendance  to  cope  with  the  large  number  of  aliens  expected  to  arrive 
at  the  same  time — prior  information  having  been  received  from  the  Chief 
Immigration  Officer,  Travel  Agents  or  the  Association  of  British  Hotels  and 
Restaurants — during  the  year  a total  of  896  doctor/attendances  were  made. 

The  number  of  passengers  passing  through  the  Port  during  the  year  was 
869,395  ; this  was  49,155  less  than  in  1963. 
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The  gross  figures  of  passengers  arriving  at  and  departing  from  Folkestone 
for  the  past  five  years  are  : 


Inwards 

Outwards 

1960 

437,992 

397,276 

1961 

476,304 

422,642 

1962 

449,542 

431,562 

1963 

472,676 

445,874 

1964 

446,085 

423,310 

Totals 

835,268 

898,946 

881,104 

918,550 

869,395 

Compared  with  1963  there  was  an  increase  of  22,685  in  the  number  of 
aliens  arriving  and  199  more  were  medically  examined. 

A summary  of  the  aliens  arriving,  medically  examined,  certificates  issued, 
etc.,  during  the  past  five  years  is  given  below  : 


Aliens  arriving 

1960 

99,985 

1961 

111,485 

1962 

115,454 

1963 

109,759 

1964 

132,444 

Aliens  medically 
examined 

12,091 

13,315 

10,293 

7,104 

7,303 

Certificates  issued 

184 

206 

191 

124 

116 

Percentage  of  Aliens 
examined  to  whom 
certificates  issued 

1.52 

1.55 

1.85 

1.74 

1.58 

The  aliens  continued  to  come  mainly  from  Italy,  Switzerland,  France, 
Spain,  Austria,  Portugal  and  Germany. 

The  men  were  mainly  for  employment  as  labourers  (especially  agricul- 
tural) and  to  work  in  hotels  and  the  catering  trade.  The  women  came  as  dom- 
estics, children’s  nurses  and  governesses,  assistant  hospital  nurses,  ward  order- 
lies, textile,  canning  and  factory  workers  ; also  included  were  the  families 
coming  to  join  aliens  already  working  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

During  last  year  the  number  of  certificates  issued  on  Form  Port  12  was 
116  compared  with  124  in  1963.  These  certificates  were  in  respect  of  : 


Pregnancy  26 

Eye  conditions  15 

Deformity  of  limbs  14 

Heart  conditions  12 

Dermatitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Post-operative  sequelae  ...  ...  5 

Congenital  defects  ...  ...  ...  6 

Unsound  mind  or  mentally  defective  3 

Hernia - 2 

Other  medical  conditions  ...  ...  25 


Following  discussion  between  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Home  Office 
arrangements  were  made  with  effect  from  the  1st  April,  1964,  for  the  Chief 
Immigration  Officer  to  advise  the  Port  Medical  Officer  at  the  end  of  each 
month  where  entry  was  refused  on  purely  medical  grounds  under  Article  4(2)(b) 
and  (c)  of  the  Aliens  Order,  1953. 

Of  the  18  aliens  not  permitted  to  land  two  were  refused  entry  under  Article 
4(2)(b)  in  respect  of  persons  of  unsound  mind  or  mentally  defective,  and  three 
under  Article  4(2)(c)  where  it  was  certified  by  the  medical  inspector  that  for 
medical  reasons  it  was  undesirable  that  the  aliens  should  be  permitted  to  land. 

A summary  of  the  immigrants  who  were  subject  to  control  under  the 
Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act  1962,  those  medically  examined  and  certificates 
issued  is  as  follows  : 
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1964 

1963 

(For  comparison) 

Commonwealth  immigrants — 

Subject  to  control 

19,716 

16,670 

Medically  examined  

659 

634 

Certificates  issued  

7 

3 

Percentage  of  immigrants  examined  to 

whom  certificates  issued  

1.06 

0.47 

The  immigrants  came  mainly  from  India,  Ceylon,  Cyprus,  Mauritius, 
Pakistan  and  West  Indies. 

Seven  forms  Port  23  were  issued  in  respect  of  Commonwealth  immigrants  ; 
this  compares  with  3 for  1963.  Four  of  the  immigrants,  all  Cypriots,  were  not 
permitted  to  land.  None  was  refused  entry  on  purely  medical  grounds  under 
Section  2(4)(a)  of  the  Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act,  1962. 

Eighteen  passengers  were  examined  and  given  treatment  as  necessary. 
Of  the  three  accident  cases  two  were  conveyed  by  ambulance  to  the  local 
hospital.  A man  of  39,  returning  to  his  home  in  Surrey,  was  admitted  to  the 
Dover  Isolation  Hospital  for  observation  and  subsequently  confirmed  as 
suffering  from  gastro-enteritis.  A British  passenger,  who  had  been  deported 
from  France,  was  admitted  to  the  mental  hospital  at  Chartham.  Five  cases 
were  seen  in  transit  and  arrangements  made  for  two  of  the  patients,  who  were 
unfit  to  continue  the  journey,  to  be  admitted  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital, 
Folkestone.  Five  of  the  other  patients  were  also  admitted  to  various  hospitals 
in  the  area  for  medical  reasons. 

A pilot  collapsed  on  board  the  cutter  and  was  landed  at  Folkestone  ; he 
was  sent  by  ambulance  to  Buckland  Hospital  at  Dover. 

Four  crew  members  also  received  medical  attention.  One  accident  case 
and  a pantry  boy  suffering  from  appendicitis  were  admitted  to  the  local 
hospital  and  the  other  two,  both  medical  cases,  referred  to  their  family  doctor. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  efficient  work 
carried  out  by  the  Medical  and  Nursing  staff  at  the  Harbour,  and  also  the 
unfailing  and  effective  co-operation  with  us  of  the  Immigration  Officials, 
Customs  Officials,  British  Railways  Officials  and  Ships’  staff. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  H.  McELLIGOTT, 

Port  Medical  Officer. 

SECTION  II — Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  year 

Table  B 


Ships  from 

Number 

of 

Arrivals 

T onnage 

Number  Inspected 

By  the  By  the 

Medical  Public 

Officer  Health 

of  Health  Inspector 

Number  of  slops  repor- 
ted as  having  or  having 
had  during  the  voyage 
infectious  disease  on 
board 

Foreign  Ports 

903 

1,102,169 

— 

12 

— 

Coastwise 

62 

43,989 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

965 

1,146,158 

— 

12 

— 
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SECTION  III — Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year 

Table  C 


Passenger  Traffic 


f Number  of  Passengers  — INWARDS:  446,085 

[Number  of  Passengers  — OUTWARDS:  423,310 


Cargo  Traffic 


Principal  IMPORTS  — Wines  and  spirits, 

woollens  and  cotton  goods, 
government  stores  and 
chemicals. 

Principal  EXPORTS  — Machinery,  government  stores,  fish,  iron 

and  steel. 


Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive — Calais  and  Boulogne. 

SECTION  IY — Inland  barge  traffic 
Number  and  tonnage  using  the  district  and  places  served  by  the  traffic 

NIL 

SECTION  Y— Water  Supply 

Water  is  supplied  to  vessels  using  the  harbour  from  hydrants  on  the 
quayside  ; water  for  use  on  trains  at  the  harbour  is  supplied  from  several 
hydrants  on  the  various  platforms.  All  are  connected  to  the  town  supply, 
viz.,  Folkestone  and  District  Waterworks  Company  Ltd. 

Seven  routine  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from 
vessels  and  shore  hydrant  installations  during  the  year  ; all  the  samples  were 
satisfactory. 

Five  samples  from  platform  hydrants  from  which  drinking  water  for  the 
trains  may  be  obtained  were  also  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  ; all 
the  samples  were  satisfactory. 

One  sample  of  drinking  water  was  taken  for  chemical  examination  ; the 
water  was  reported  to  be  chemically  satisfactory. 

SECTION  YI— Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations  1952  to  1963 

No  action  taken  during  the  year. 

SECTION  VII— Smallpox 

(1)  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  smallpox  cases  are  sent  from  the 
district. 

Joyce  Green  Hospital,  Dartford,  Kent. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  by  ambulance, 
giving  the  name  of  the  authority  responsible  for  the  ambulance  and  the 
vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

Patients  suffering  from  Smallpox  would  be  removed  by  arrangement 
with  the  Canterbury  City  Ambulance  Service,  which  authority  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

(3)  Name  of  Smallpox  Consultant  available. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Marsden  of  Joyce  Green  Hospital,  Dartford,  (telephone 
number  : Dartford  23231  and  home  telephone  number  : Dartford  20443) 
is  available  as  Smallpox  Consultant  for  this  area. 
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(4)  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  Smallpox. 

At  the  laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Preston 
Hall,  British  Legion  Village,  Maidstone.  Telephone  number  : Maidstone 
77239).  Dr.  A.  L.  Furniss  is  the  Medical  Inspector. 

Also  at  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colindale  Avenue, 
Colindale,  London,  N.W.9. 

SECTION  VIII — Venereal  Disease 

No  change  during  the  year. 


SECTION  IX — Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  on  ships 

Table  D 


Category 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 
Passengers  Crew 

Number 
of  ships 
concerned 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from 
foreign  ports  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on 
ships  from  foreign  ports  but 
have  been  disposed  of  before 
arrival 

— 

— 

— 

— 

A man  of  39,  returning  to  his  home  in  Surrey,  was  admitted  to  the  Dover 
Isolation  Hospital  for  observation  and  subsequently  confirmed  as  suffering 
from  gastro-enteritis. 


A short  account  should  be  given  of  the  measures  taken  on  the  arrival  by  ships 
of  (a)  any  case  of  smallpox,  cholera,  plague,  yellow  fever,  typhus  or 
relapsing  fever  included  in  Table  D ; (b)  any  suspected  cases  of  any 
such  disease. 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

SECTION  X — Observation  on  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships 

No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

SECTION  XI — Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  supected 

for  plague 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

SECTION  XII — Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 

( 1 ) Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

Formal  inspection  carried  out  by  Dover  Health  staff  and  amplified 
by  local  Port  Health  Inspectors  during  course  of  routine  inspection  of 
vessels. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  including  the  number  of 
rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Facilities  exist  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rodents  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Preston  Hall,  British 
Legion  Village,  Maidstone.  None  of  the  rodents  was  sent  for  examination 
during  1964. 
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(3)  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used  and, 
if  done  by  a commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

Harbour  district  treated  as  necessary  by  Rodent  Operators  of  the 
British  Railways  Southern  Region  and  assistance  given  by  the  Borough 
Rodent  Operator  as  required. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  over  the  past  few  years  for  work  of 
disinfestation  to  be  carried  out  on  ships  visiting  this  Port.  If,  however, 
such  work  were  necessary  the  ships  would  be  treated  with  Hydrogen 
Cyanide  by  the  Fumigation  Services  Ltd.,  under  the  direction  of  the  Dover 
Port  Health  Inspectors. 

(4)  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

Not  found  necessary. 

Tables  E and  F — NIL 

Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during  the 
the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

None  issued — Folkestone  is  not  an  approved  port. 

Certificates  for  vessels  owned  by  the  British  Railways  and  using  this 
port  are  issued  by  the  Dover  Port  Health  Authority. 

SECTION  XIII — Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances 

Table  G 


Inspections  and  Notices 


Notices  served 

Result  of 

Nature  and  number  of  Inspectio 

ns 

Statutory 

Notices 

Other 

Notices 

serving 

Notices 

General  inspection  of  crews’  quar- 
ters, food  preparing  places,  etc. 

205 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

205 

— 

— 

— 

SECTION  XIY — Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations  1934  and  1948. 

No  change  during  the  year. 


SECTION  XY— Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 

(. Applicable  only  to  ports  approved  for  the  landing  of  aliens) 

(1)  List  of  Medical  Inspectors  of  Aliens  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment 


Name 

Date  of 
Appointment 

Qualifications 

R.  F.  H.  McElligott 

28.10.49 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

H.  Yates 

8.10.52 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P. 

C.  B.  Findlay  

28.  6.55 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

E.  Mallett  

21.10.60 

M.B.,  B.S.Lond.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.Obst.R.C.O.G. 

S.  M.  R.  Powell 

3.  2.64 

M.B.,  Ch.B. 

81 


A Warrant  of  Appointment  was  issued  to  Dr.  S.  M.  R.  Powell  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  on  the  3rd  February,  1964.  This  appointment  was  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Campbell. 

All  the  Medical  Inspectors  were  employed  on  a part-time  basis. 


(2)  List  of  other  staff  engaged  on  this  work. 


Nature  of 

Date  of 

Name 

A ppointment 

A ppointment 

Qualifications 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Brann 

Nurse-Attendant 

1.6.56 

S.E.A.N. 

(part-time) 

Three  Assistant  Nurse-Attendants  were  also  available  on  a sessional 
basis  to  act  as  reliefs  and  assist  when  two  or  more  were  required  to  cope 
with  the  large  number  of  aliens  expected  to  arrive  at  the  same  time. 

(3)  Organisation  of  Work. 

No  change  during  the  year. 

(4)  Nature  and  amount  of  aliens  traffic. 

A total  of  7,303  aliens  were  examined  during  1964  ; this  is  199  more 
than  in  1963. 

A summary  of  their  nationalities  is  as  follows  : 


Italian  

1964 

3,516 

1963 

( for  comparison) 
3,473 

Swiss 

1,558 

1,439 

French 

755 

735 

Spanish 

658 

540 

Austrian 

197 

229 

Portuguese 

178 

159 

German 

150 

214 

Greek 

84 

99 

Turkish 

44 

46 

Israeli 

17 

18 

American 

15 

— 

Moroccan  ... 

15 

— 

Iranian  

7 

— 

Finnish  

5 

— 

South  African 

5 

12 

Other  nationals 

28 

74 

Stateless 

71 

66 

Totals 

7,303 

7,104 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  aliens  arriving,  examined  and  certificates 
issued  during  1964  are  set  out  below  : 

A.  Total  number  of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens  : 

(a)  Passenger  ...  703 

(b)  Cargo  ...  ...  23 

Total  726 
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This  total  of  726  shows  a decrease  of  37  compared  with  the  num- 
ber of  arriving  vessels  carrying  aliens  during  1963. 

B.  Total  number  of  arriving  aliens  (excluding  crews)  132,444 

C.  Total  number  of  aliens  medically  examined  : 


With  Ministry  of  Labour  permit  . . . 

5,782 

Au  Pair 

1,242 

Permanent  residents 

176 

Visiting 

103 

Total 

7,303 

D.  Reports  and  certificates  of  aliens  medically  examined  : 


Nature  of  report 
or  certificate 

Total  number 
of  reports 
and  certificates 
issued 

Aliens  NOT 
PERMITTED 
to  land 

A. 

Unsound  mind  or  mentally  defec- 
tive 

3f 

2* 

B(l). 

Undesirable  for  medical  reasons 

3 

3** 

B(2)(a). 

Inability  to  support 

30 

2 

B(2)(b). 

Likely  to  require  medical  treat- 
ment 

80 

11 

C. 

Conditionally  landed  for  further 
medical  examination  ... 

— 

— 

Totals 

116 

18 

f One  certificate  was  in  respect  of  a Swiss  Student  aged  26  years  who  was 
allowed  to  land  in  order  that  he  could  go  to  Glencraig  Curative  School 
{Rudolf  Steiner ) near  Belfast  to  receive  further  craft  {e.g.  printing)  training. 

Refused  entry  on  purely  medical  grounds  : 

* Two  under  Article  4(2 ){b)  of  Aliens  Order,  1953. 

**  Three  under  Article  4(2)(c)  of  Aliens  Order,  1953. 


(5)  Accommodation  for  medical  inspection  and  examination. 

The  newly  constructed  and  equipped  medical  inspection  rooms 
adjacent  to  No.  1 berth  are  now  in  use. 


Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act,  1962 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  five  Medical  Inspectors  (Drs.  McElligott, 
Findlay,  Mallett,  Powell  and  Yates)  holding  Warrants  of  Appointment 
under  the  Aliens  Order  1953  also  held  the  special  Warrants  for  the  medical 
examination  of  Commonwealth  immigrants. 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Brann  and  the  three  Assistant  Nurse-Attendants  were  also 
available. 
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The  number  of  Commonwealth  citizens  subject  to  control  under  this 
Act  and  those  medically  examined  were  : 


Commonwealth  immigrants 
Subject  to  control  . . . 
Medically  examined 


1964 

1963 

( for  comparison) 

19,716 

16,670 

659 

634 

The  nationality  of  those  examined  was  : 


Indian 

293 

249 

Ceylonese  

99 

80 

Cypriot 

53 

19 

Mauritian  ... 

47 

50 

Pakistani 

31 

111 

West  Indian 

28 

— 

Malayan 

12 

19 

Australian 

8 

26 

Nigerian  

7 

28 

Other  nationalities 

81 

52 

Totals 

659 

634 

The  number  of  reports  and  certificates  issued 

for  Commonwealth 

citizens  medically  examined  was  : 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Nature  of  report  or  certificate 

reports  or 

Commonwealth 

certificates 

citizens 

issued 

refused  entry 

A. 

Suffering  from  mental  disorder 

_ 



B(l). 

Undesirable  for  medical  reasons 

— 

— 

B(2). 

Likely  to  require  major  medical 

treatment 

7 

4* 

Totals 

7 

4 

*These  were  four  Commonwealth  citizens  from  Cyprus  ; none  were 

refused  entry  on  purely  medical  grounds  under  Section  2(4)(a)  of  the 
Commonwealth  Immigrants  Act,  1962. 


SECTION  XVI — Miscellaneous 

Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died  on  board  ship 
from  infectious  disease. 

A mortuary  at  the  local  hospital  and  adequate  burial  and  cremation 
facilities  are  available  in  the  district. 
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SECTION  XVII— Food  Inspection 


Information  supplied  by  L.  H.  Vale,  Esq.,  Chief  Public  Health  and 
Food  Inspector  for  the  Borough  and  Port  of  Folkestone. 

(1)  Visits  to  Port 

The  Port  Health  Inspectors  made  604  visits  to  the  Harbour  during  the 
year  for  the  purpose  of  routine  inspection  of  passenger  and  cargo  boats 
and  for  the  examination  of  all  foodstuffs  landed  at  the  Port.  This  work 
entails  considerable  evening  and  week-end  duty,  especially  during  the 
summer  months,  as  all  passenger  boats  are  met  on  arrival  by  an  Inspector. 
All  the  vessels  which  are  regularly  engaged  on  cross-channel  traffic  have 
been  maintained  in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

(2)  Summary  of  Foodstuffs  imported  during  1964 


FOODSTUFF 

BOULOGNE 

CALAIS 

OSTEND 

Tons  Cwt.  Qr. 

Lb. 

Tons 

Cwt.  Qr. 

Lb. 

Tons 

Cwt.  Qr. 

Lb. 

Biscuits 

15 

14 



19 

5 

12 

2 

5 

— 





Caviare 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

2 

21 

— ■ 

— — 

— 

Cereals 

1 

19 

9 

20 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Cheese 

— 

9 

— 

4 

— 

3 

1 

23 

— 

— — 

— 

Chicory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31 

1 2 

18 

Coffee 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Confectionery 

23 

4 

— 

25 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Fish  

— 

11 

3 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Flavouring  Essences 

1 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— • 

— — 

— 

Flour 

1 

15 

— 

16 

— 

— • 

— • 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

Fruit 

— 

9 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Fruit,  Dessicated/ 
Dried 

6 

2 

2 

23 

Fruit  Juices 

3 

10 

3 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Fruit  Preserves 

1 

4 

2 

23 

Macaroni 

— 

— 

2 

16 

Meat  Preserves 

— 

11 

3 

6 

Milk — Powder 

— 

— 

2 

18 

Olive  Oil 

— 

7 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— . 



— 

Rice 

— 

4 

2 

— 

Snails — Preserved 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

* 



— 

Syrups 

— 

3 

1 

10 

Truffles 

1 

5 

— 

3 

Vanilla 

— 

3 

3 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 





— 

Miscellaneous 

2 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

26 

— ■ 

6 3 

9 

Totals  : ... 

60 

18 

3 

25 

8 

1 

2 

19 

31 

8 1 

27 

Grand  Total  : 100  tons  9 cwts.  0 qr.  15  lbs. 

(3)  Foodstuffs  condemned 

An  assortment  of  miscellaneus  foodstuffs  condemned. 

Total  weight  = 2 cwts.  1 qr. 


(4)  Number  of  Samples  of  Food  examined  by  : 

(a)  Bacteriologist  Nil 

(b)  Analyst  (Chemical  Examinations)  ...  5 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Foodstuffs 


Sample 

Nature  of 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

No. 

Sample 

245 

Fruits  in 

Free  from  arsenic  and 

Swiss  Product. 

mustard  flav- 
oured syrup 

toxic  metals,  sulphur 
dioxide  was  declared 
but  could  not  be  de- 
tected. 

The  presence  of  certi- 
fied colour  was  also 
declared  and  this  pre- 
sumably refers  to  the 
cherries  which  were 
coloured  with  erythro- 

Satisfactory. 

sine. 

233 

Pains  d’Epices  Free  from  arsenic, 

Swiss  product.  \ 

co 

toxic  metals  and  sul- 

Satisfactory. 

1 ? 

l ■*-* 

phite  preservative. 

1 w 

1 T3 

1 D 

1 

244 

Artichoke 

Free  from  arsenic, 

Swiss  product.  1 

1 *4-1  on 
(V) 

syrup 

toxic  metals  and  sul- 

Satisfactory. 

So  00 
© c 

phite  preservative  and 

S w 

benzoic  acid. 

c c 

[ O 

291 

Baby  cereal 

Free  from  arsenic, 

Swiss  product. 

/ w 
~ <y 
Oi-o 

food 

toxic  metals  and  sul- 

Satisfactory. 1 

X u, 
oj  O 

phite  preservative. 

1 ® * 

| X 

239 

Ballottine 

Free  from  arsenic, 

French  product. 

1 *-•  CTj 

1 <4-4  ^ 

1 o 

aux  Olives 

toxic  metals  and  sul- 

Satisfactory. 

© 

(canned) 

phite  preservative. 

e 

' o 

Sole  usage  of  a foreign  language  in  describing  imported  foodstuffs 
is  not  satisfactory  when  applied  to  a product  which  is  presumably  intended 
for  retail  sale  in  this  country,  having  regard  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953  ; the  importers  were  therefore  advised  that 
these  matters  should  receive  appropriate  attention. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT  FOR  1964 
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Heights  above  Mean  Sea  Level  Heights  above  Ground  Highest  Max.  76°  on  17th  July  & 1st  August. 

Barometer  Cistern  149.2  ft.  Rim  of  Rain  Gauge  12  ins.  Lowest  Min.  25°  on  26th  & 29th  December. 

Rain  Gauge  Site  128.5  ft.  Thermometers  4 ft.  Lowest  Grass  Min.  33°  on  25th  & 27th  Dec. 

Sunshine  Recorder  27.7  ft. 


